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A Nowvel of Obsession

A mysterious portrait ignites an antiquarian bookseller’s sear ch through
time and the works of Shakespearefor hislost love. Charlie Lovett’s new
book, The Lost Book of the Grail, isnow available.

Guaranteed to capture the hearts of everyone who truly loves books, The
Bookman’'s Tale is aformer bookseller’ s sparkling novel and a delightful
exploration of one of literature’ s most tantalizing mysteries with echoes of
Shadow of the Wind and A.S. Byatt's Possession.

Nine months after the death of his beloved wife Amanda left him shattered, Peter
Byerly, ayoung antiquarian bookseller, relocates from North Carolinato the
English countryside, hoping to outrun his grief and rediscover the joy he once
took in collecting and restoring rare books. But upon opening an eighteenth-
century study of Shakespeare forgeries, he discovers a Victorian watercolor of a
woman who bears an uncanny resemblance to Amanda.

Peter becomes obsessed with learning the picture’ s origins and braves a host of
dangersto follow atrail of clues back across the centuries—all the way to
Shakespeare’ stime and a priceless literary artifact that could prove, once and for
al, the truth about the Bard’ s real identity.
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A mysterious portrait ignites an antiquarian bookseller’s sear ch through time and the works of
Shakespearefor hislost love. Charlie L ovett’s new book, The Lost Book of the Grail, is now available.

Guaranteed to capture the hearts of everyone who truly loves books, The Bookman's Tale is aformer
bookseller’s sparkling novel and a delightful exploration of one of literature’ s most tantalizing mysteries
with echoes of Shadow of the Wind and A.S. Byatt's Possession.

Nine months after the death of his beloved wife Amanda left him shattered, Peter Byerly, ayoung
antiquarian booksdller, relocates from North Carolinato the English countryside, hoping to outrun his grief
and rediscover the joy he once took in collecting and restoring rare books. But upon opening an eighteenth-
century study of Shakespeare forgeries, he discovers a Victorian watercolor of awoman who bears an
uncanny resemblance to Amanda.

Peter becomes obsessed with learning the picture’ s origins and braves a host of dangers to follow atrail of
clues back across the centuries—all the way to Shakespeare' stime and a priceless literary artifact that could
prove, once and for al, the truth about the Bard' sreal identity.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Antiguarian bookseller Peter Byerly immerses himself in his trade to overcome grief from the loss of his
beloved wife afew months earlier. Now plying his trade in England’ s Cotswolds instead of the North
Carolina site of histragedy, Byerly happens across a small watercolor portrait of awoman who looks
startlingly like his late wife. And so begins an obsessive hunt to find out the origins of this painting. Lovett
shifts his narrative around in both time and setting, recounting the lovers’ first meeting, in thelibrary at a
southern college, and the blossoming of their seemingly improbable love affair: he a bookish, repressed teen,
and she an heiress. Byerly discovers the portrait’s Victorian provenance, and then the author moves his story
even further back, to the time of Shakespeare. Fans of mysteries, of love stories, and of rare books will all
find momentsin Lovett’s novel to treasure. --Mark Knoblauch

Review

“With THE BOOKMAN'S TALE, Charlie Lovett tells us aterrific story—there’ s mystery and suspense,
murder and seduction—but more important, he shows us how it’s all connected, all of this; the reading and
the keeping and the sharing of books. It forms a chain long and strange enough to tie a heartbroken young
scholar from North Carolina back to the Bard himself, who might or might not have been William
Shakespeare. Every link along the way is abookman’'stale all its own, and Lovett tells them all, except the
very last, of course: because that's you, about to read this book right now.”—Robin Sloan, New York Times
bestselling author of Mr. Penumbra’s 24-Hour Bookstore

“Lovett’'snovel, THE BOOKMAN'S TALE, isamarvelous hew Shakespearean mystery: an intelligent
thriller that is also alove song for books and the people who relish them. Lovett knows his stuff about
Shakespeare, rare books, and the passions that both inspire, and he weaves from these a delicious tale of
love, loss, and the thrill of discovery. It kept me turning pagestill the wee hours for days. The only
disappointment was that it came to an end.”—Jennifer Lee Carrell, author of Interred with Their Bones

“...A gripping literary mystery that is compulsively readable until the thrilling end. For fans of Geraldine
Brooks' s Peopl e of the Book, Shakespeare aficionados, and bibliophiles.”—Library Journal (Starred)

“A pleasurably escapist trans-Atlantic mystery isintricately layered with plots, murders, feuds, romances,
forgeries—and antiquarian book dealing.” —Kirkus

“Fans of mysteries, of love stories, and of rare books will al find momentsin Lovett’ s novel to
treasure.” —Booklist

“1 don't read much fiction. I'm picky. But | loved racing through Charlie Lovett's The Bookman's Tale, a
richly rewarding thriller filled with real-world details about the discovery of arare book that may or may not
be a priceless Shakespearean artifact. Fun for everyone who's ever fondled a soft |eather
binding!"—DANIEL SINGER, founder, Reduced Shakespeare Company and co-author of The Complete
Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged)

“[A] suspenseful romp spanning centuries and continents and peppered with romance, skulduggery, forgery
and murder, all driven by one of the enduring questions of literary scholarship.”—Washington Post

“The Bard is back in thisrollicking literary mystery....This novel has something for everyone: William


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Shakespeare, alove story, murder and even a secret tunnel.”—Star Tribune
“A Bookman's Tale has plenty of richnessto offer....Daring intricacy.”—The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

“Da Vinci Code-ike dleuthing into the works of Shakespeare and diding back to the bard’' stime.”—Library
Journal

“A treat.”—New York Journal of Books

“Begin this book in the evening only if you're willing to pull an all-nighter... The novel will appeal not only
to bookworms and mystery hounds but to anyone who smiles at abiding love or simply enjoys a good read.”
—Winston-Salem Monthly

“All too good to resist....The Bookman's Taleis abook about books, written for lovers of books.”—The
Fayetteville Observer

“Roguish booksellers, feuding nobles and unexpected plot twists.”—The Asheville Citizen-Times

“[A] charismatic tale about the rare book world and history come to life....Like agigantic hug to al book
lovers.”—MinnesotaReads.com

"[A]n immensely satisfying and plesurable read that combines a range of genres and above all else,
cel ebrates the beauty and wonder of the literary word."—SeattlePl.com

"Lovett's tale sparkles with seasoned storytelling."—The Mountain Times

About the Author

Charlie Lovett isawriter, teacher, and playwright whose plays for children have been seen in more than
three thousand productions worldwide. He served for more than a decade as writer in residence at Summit
School in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He is aformer antiquarian bookseller, and he has collected rare
books and other materials related to Lewis Carroll for more than twenty-five years. He and his wife, Janice,
split their time between Winston-Salem and Kingham, Oxfordshire.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Ponce:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important normally. The book The Bookman's Tale: A Novel of
Obsession ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession
isnot only giving you alot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can
spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book The Bookman's
Tae: A Novel of Obsession. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.



Peggy Gillman:

This The Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individua read alot of
information you will get. This specific The Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession without we know teach
the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The
Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession can bring whenever you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The
Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Chester Brown:

The guide untitled The Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession is the publication that recommended to you
you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer
was did alot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marilyn Fox:

A lot of people aways spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity thisislook different you
can read any book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book The Bookman's Tale: A Novel of Obsession it is quite good to read. There
are alot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. When you did
not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.
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