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Now in paperback, this lavish guide explains the design and symbolism of
Islamic gardens while giving practical guidance to replicating the
component parts
 
The Islamic garden is regarded as one of the highest forms of visual art in the
civilization of Islam, and this guide explains these gardens' history and
symbolism, and their connections to the Quran. The principal elements are water
and shade; they are also characterized by the chahar-bagh: a four-fold pattern,
constructed around a central pool or fountain, with four streams flowing toward
the four corners of the earth. This design is aesthetically striking; however, a true
appreciation of an Islamic garden is only complete with an understanding of the
spiritual symbolism manifested in its design and planting. The significance of the
gardens' layout and design are explored, as well as the geometry, hard
landscaping, and architectural elements, allowing a deeper understanding of the
gardens' beauty. Practical instructions include recommendations for suitable
trees, shrubs, and flowers, and advice on creating an Islamic garden in cooler
climates.
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Now in paperback, this lavish guide explains the design and symbolism of Islamic gardens while giving
practical guidance to replicating the component parts
 
The Islamic garden is regarded as one of the highest forms of visual art in the civilization of Islam, and this
guide explains these gardens' history and symbolism, and their connections to the Quran. The principal
elements are water and shade; they are also characterized by the chahar-bagh: a four-fold pattern, constructed
around a central pool or fountain, with four streams flowing toward the four corners of the earth. This
design is aesthetically striking; however, a true appreciation of an Islamic garden is only complete with an
understanding of the spiritual symbolism manifested in its design and planting. The significance of the
gardens' layout and design are explored, as well as the geometry, hard landscaping, and architectural
elements, allowing a deeper understanding of the gardens' beauty. Practical instructions include
recommendations for suitable trees, shrubs, and flowers, and advice on creating an Islamic garden in cooler
climates.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
Symbolism is an integral element of Islamic gardens, together with elements of water and shade. Clark
explicates these underlying principles within the concept of "four-fold," or chahar-bagh, the foundation on
which Islamic gardens are arranged and constructed. For designers intent upon creating such a garden, or
readers wishing to delve into the history of masterpieces like the Alhambra in Spain, Clark presents a
fascinating and comprehensive overview. She also provides a good deal of information on plantings not in
the traditional Islamic landscape but rather in northern climates with cold winters. Islam's appreciation of
nature's beauty coexists with the notion of embracing a garden setting for purposes of reflection, and Clark's
study sheds light on the links between paradise gardens and the Qur'an. Interestingly, Clark devotes a chapter
to the Carpet Garden at Highgrove, Prince Charles' house in the English countryside, where a bold fountain,
decorative mosaic work, and orderly layout of flowerbeds and pathways illustrate the influence and effects of
Islamic garden design. Alice Joyce
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"A fascinating and comprehensive overview."  —Booklist

From the Publisher
The Islamic garden is regarded as one of the highest forms of visual art in the civilization of Islam. The
principal elements are water and shade; they are also characterized by the chahar–bagh: a four–fold pattern,
constructed around a central pool or fountain, with four streams flowing toward the four corners of the earth.
Aesthetically, this design provides a striking feature in itself; however, a true appreciation of an Islamic
garden is only ever complete with an understanding of the spiritual symbolism manifested in its design and
planting. This lavish book provides both an intellectual guide to the symbolism of the Islamic garden and a
practical guide to its component parts, with recommendations for suitable trees, shrubs, and flowers and
advice on creating an Islamic garden in cooler climates. Garden designer Emma Clark teaches Visual Islamic
and Traditional Arts at The Prince’s Foundation, London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thelma Price:

With other case, little folks like to read book The Art of the Islamic Garden. You can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book The Art of the Islamic
Garden. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book as well as searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to
go to the library. Let's study.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Robert Watts:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone
is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Art of the Islamic Garden is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

James Hanson:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Art of the Islamic Garden as the daily resource information.

Gail Blakely:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Art of the Islamic Garden can make you feel more interested to read.
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