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Irrepressible memories. Vacant eyes. A child being dangled from a third story
window. A boy tied to a chair. Children sleeping in layers of clothing to fight off
the bitter cold. An infant dying from starvation. Some things your mind will
never allow you to forget.

Silent Tears is the true story of the adversity and triumphs one woman faced as
she fought against the Chinese bureaucracy to help that country’s orphaned
children.

In 2003, Kay Bratt’s life changed dramatically. A wife and mother of two girls in
South Carolina, Bratt relocated her family to rural China to support her husband
as he took on a new management position for his American employer. Seeking a
way to fill her days and overcome the isolation she experienced upon arriving in
a foreign country, Bratt began volunteering at the local orphanage. Within
months, her simple desire to make use of her time transformed into a heroic
crusade to improve the living conditions and minimize the unnecessary deaths of
Chinese orphans.

Silent Tears traces the emotional hurdles and daily frustrations faced by Ms.
Bratt as she tried to change the social conditions for these marginalized children.
The memoir vividly illustrates how she was able to pull from reservoirs of inner
strength to pursue her mission day after day, leaving the reader with the
resounding message that everyone really can make a difference.
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Irrepressible memories. Vacant eyes. A child being dangled from a third story window. A boy tied to a chair.
Children sleeping in layers of clothing to fight off the bitter cold. An infant dying from starvation. Some
things your mind will never allow you to forget.

Silent Tears is the true story of the adversity and triumphs one woman faced as she fought against the
Chinese bureaucracy to help that country’s orphaned children.

In 2003, Kay Bratt’s life changed dramatically. A wife and mother of two girls in South Carolina, Bratt
relocated her family to rural China to support her husband as he took on a new management position for his
American employer. Seeking a way to fill her days and overcome the isolation she experienced upon arriving
in a foreign country, Bratt began volunteering at the local orphanage. Within months, her simple desire to
make use of her time transformed into a heroic crusade to improve the living conditions and minimize the
unnecessary deaths of Chinese orphans.

Silent Tears traces the emotional hurdles and daily frustrations faced by Ms. Bratt as she tried to change the
social conditions for these marginalized children. The memoir vividly illustrates how she was able to pull
from reservoirs of inner strength to pursue her mission day after day, leaving the reader with the resounding
message that everyone really can make a difference.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

“An eye-opening account of life in China’s orphanages. Kay Bratt vividly details the conditions and realities
faced by Chinese orphans in an easy-to-read manner that draws the reader in to the heart-wrenching
moments she has experienced in her work to bring hope to these children.”—Dan Cruver, cofounder and
director of Together for Adoption

When her family relocated to rural China in 2003, Kay Bratt was thrust into a new world, one where boys
were considered more valuable than girls and poverty and the one-child policy had created an epidemic of
abandoned infants. As a volunteer at a local orphanage, Bratt witnessed conditions that were unfathomable to
a middle-class mother of two from South Carolina.
 
Based on Bratt’s diary of her four years working at the orphanage, Silent Tears offers a searing account of
young lives rendered disposable. In the face of an implacable system, Bratt found ways to work within (and
around) the rules to make a better future for the children, whom she came to love. Her story balances the
sadness and struggles of life in the orphanage with moments of joy, optimism, faith, and victory. It is the
story of hundreds of children—and one woman who never planned on becoming a hero but became one
anyway.

Kay Bratt continues to raise awareness and advocate for at-risk children. In China, she was honored with the
2006 Pride of the City award for her humanitarian work. She is the founder of the Mifan Mommy Club, an
online organization that provides rice for children in China’s orphanages, and is also an active volunteer for
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) for abused and neglected children. Kay currently resides in
Georgia with her husband and daughter.

About the Author

Kay Bratt is a child advocate and author of the books Train to Nowhere, Chasing China, The Bridge, A
Thread Unbroken, and the acclaimed memoir of the years she spent working in Chinese orphanages, Silent
Tears: A Journey of Hope in a Chinese Orphanage. She has actively volunteered for several nonprofit
organizations, including An Orphan’s Wish (AOW) and the Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) for
abused and neglected children. In China, she was honored with the Pride of the City award for humanitarian
work. After living in China for several years, Bratt now resides in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains
in South Carolina, with her husband, daughter, dog, and cat.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person



has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and also important the book Silent Tears: A Journey of Hope in a Chinese
Orphanage. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for the internet resources or other
social media.

Johnny Cervantes:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Silent Tears: A Journey of Hope in
a Chinese Orphanage book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

William Rocha:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The particular Silent Tears: A Journey of Hope in
a Chinese Orphanage is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lisa Loo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be Silent Tears: A Journey of Hope in a Chinese Orphanage
why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick
up this book.
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