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For anyone who thinks the question of abstract art is settled, this book will come
as a surprise. Discrepant abstraction is hybrid and partial, elusive and repetitive,
obstinate and strange. It includes almost everything that does not neatly fit into
the institutional narrative of abstract art as a monolithic quest for artistic purity.
Exploring cross-cultural scenarios in twentieth-century art, this second volume in
the Annotating Art's Histories series alters our understanding of abstract art as a
signifier of modernity by revealing the multiple directions it has taken in wide-
ranging international contexts.Impure, imperfect, and incomplete, the version of
abstraction that emerges from this global journey--from Hong Kong and Islamic
regions to Canada, Australia, Europe, and the United States--shows how the
formal ingenuity of abstract art has been cross-fertilized, from abstract
expressionism onwards, by creative discrepancies that arise when disparate visual
languages are brought into dialogue. Discrepant Abstraction is essential reading
for students, practitioners and anyone curious about cross-cultural interaction in
the visual arts.Copublished with inIVA/Institute of International Visual Arts,
London
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For anyone who thinks the question of abstract art is settled, this book will come as a surprise. Discrepant
abstraction is hybrid and partial, elusive and repetitive, obstinate and strange. It includes almost everything
that does not neatly fit into the institutional narrative of abstract art as a monolithic quest for artistic purity.
Exploring cross-cultural scenarios in twentieth-century art, this second volume in the Annotating Art's
Histories series alters our understanding of abstract art as a signifier of modernity by revealing the multiple
directions it has taken in wide-ranging international contexts.Impure, imperfect, and incomplete, the version
of abstraction that emerges from this global journey--from Hong Kong and Islamic regions to Canada,
Australia, Europe, and the United States--shows how the formal ingenuity of abstract art has been cross-
fertilized, from abstract expressionism onwards, by creative discrepancies that arise when disparate visual
languages are brought into dialogue. Discrepant Abstraction is essential reading for students, practitioners
and anyone curious about cross-cultural interaction in the visual arts.Copublished with inIVA/Institute of
International Visual Arts, London
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Kobena Mercer is a writer and critic living in London. He is the editor of Pop Art and Vernacular Cultures,
Cosmopolitan Modernisms, and Discrepant Abstraction  (all published by The MIT Press and inIVA), author
of Welcome to the Jungle: New Positions in Black Cultural Studies, and an inaugural recipient of the Clark
Prize for Excellence in Arts Writing, presented by the Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Riser:

The book Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the Visual Arts)
gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase.
Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you
can make reading a book Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in
the Visual Arts) to be your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a
publication Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the Visual
Arts). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Adam Cohn:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural
Perspectives in the Visual Arts) book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge
that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories:
Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the Visual Arts) content conveys the thought easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do
you continue to thinking Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in
the Visual Arts) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

William Fields:

This Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the Visual Arts) tend
to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Discrepant
Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the Visual Arts) can be one of many
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring



it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this
Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the Visual Arts) giving
you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Melissa Broussard:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's
Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the Visual Arts) publication written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written
throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still skepticism Discrepant Abstraction (Annotating Art's Histories: Cross-Cultural Perspectives in the
Visual Arts) as good book not just by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can break
don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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