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In the spirit of The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, American National
Biography, and African American National Biography--all three published by
Oxford University Press--Dictionary of African Biography isamajor
biographical dictionary covering the lives and legacies of notable African men
and women from all eras and walks of life. This groundbreaking resource tells
the full story of the African continent through the lives of its people.

Therich history of the African people has been unduly neglected in the scholarly
literature, and reliable reference material isin short supply. Thistrend has begun
to change, however, and in recent years many new historical discoveries have
been made. Much of this research is designed as a corrective to the long tradition
of inadequate treatment by scholars. Although scholarship on Africais
flourishing, very little of this research has yet filtered down into accessible
reference works; well designed reference material is essential to promote further
scholarly inquiry, learning, and education, and to satisfy increasing interest
among nonspecialist audiences.

Although there have been some isolated instances of successful biography of
Africans, there is no single resource that provides comprehensive coverage.
Older reference works focus unevenly on the colonial period, European
adventurers, and Egyptian dynasties. There is very little attention given to the full
range of African lives, and rarely is the continent treated as awhole. As aresult
our picture of Africa’s history and its people isincomplete. A comprehensive
biographical dictionary will greatly increase our understanding of the African
continent and have atransformative effect on education and research.

As the most wide-reaching reference project on Africato date, DAB will be a
means of codifying the explosion of new research. Entries will be written by
contributing scholars from African studies departments the world over. Each
entry has been reviewed by the editorial board to ensure only reliable, high-
quality material is published.

DAB contains nearly 2 million wordsin nearly 2,100 entries, each with
bibliography, ranging from 750 to 2,000 words. It will have a comprehensive
index. It comprises six volumes and is published in a hardcover edition for
specialists and libraries.
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In the spirit of The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, American National Biography, and African
American National Biography--all three published by Oxford University Press--Dictionary of African
Biography isamajor biographical dictionary covering the lives and legacies of notable African men and
women from all eras and walks of life. This groundbreaking resource tells the full story of the African
continent through the lives of its people.

Therich history of the African people has been unduly neglected in the scholarly literature, and reliable
reference material isin short supply. This trend has begun to change, however, and in recent years many new
historical discoveries have been made. Much of thisresearch is designed as a corrective to the long tradition
of inadequate treatment by scholars. Although scholarship on Africais flourishing, very little of this research
has yet filtered down into accessible reference works; well designed reference material is essential to
promote further scholarly inquiry, learning, and education, and to satisfy increasing interest among
nonspecialist audiences.

Although there have been some isolated instances of successful biography of Africans, thereisno single
resource that provides comprehensive coverage. Older reference works focus unevenly on the colonial

period, European adventurers, and Egyptian dynasties. There is very little attention given to the full range of
African lives, and rarely isthe continent treated as awhole. As aresult our picture of Africa’s history and its
people isincomplete. A comprehensive biographical dictionary will greatly increase our understanding of the
African continent and have a transformative effect on education and research.

Asthe most wide-reaching reference project on Africato date, DAB will be a means of codifying the
explosion of new research. Entries will be written by contributing scholars from African studies departments
the world over. Each entry has been reviewed by the editorial board to ensure only reliable, high-quality
material is published.

DAB contains nearly 2 million words in nearly 2,100 entries, each with bibliography, ranging from 750 to
2,000 words. It will have a comprehensive index. It comprises six volumes and is published in a hardcover
edition for specialists and libraries.
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Editorial Review
Review

"it is perhaps impossible to capture the full diversity of Africa- a continent of one billion people, and the
most continuous site of the evolution of the human species on our planet - in 2000 biographies. But the DAB
provides arguably the most thorough sampling to date of the astonishing richness and variety of African lives
over the past 5000 years."

--The Root

"...the DAB isamajor achievement. The DAB is thorough and well edited, and the material is easy to access,
making this set worthy of inclusion in all public or university libraries’
--Booklist, starred review

"The combination of scholarly entries and breadth of coverage makes this dictionary a distinctive resource
for African biography...Summing Up: Highly recommended.”
--CHOICE

"Students of African history in high school and beyond will find this work invaluable for its covearge of
precolonia African personalities. It isalandmark resource that will be greatly appreciated by all enthusiasts
of African history and culture.”

--Library Journal

"They and their contributors have produced a six-volume set that supplies 2,126 well-written and
thoroughly-researched biographies. And to their credit, these collective efforts exceed all other previous
attempts at creating a biographical reference focused on the entire continent of Africa... akey reference work
for academic libraries supporting African studies programs, as well as a valuable addition to nay
biographical reference collection" -- Against the Grain

About the Author

Emmanuel Akyeampong isaProfessor of History and of African and African American Studies at Harvard
University.

Henry Louis Gates, Jr., isthe Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and the Director of the W. E. B. Du
Bois Institute for African and African American Research at Harvard University.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alfred Greenwell:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Dictionary of African
Biography suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Dictionary of African Biographyis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This
particular book wasinspired lots of peoplein the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their plan in the smple way, and so all
of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you alot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.

Betty Williams:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Dictionary of African Biography this book consist alot of the information of the condition of this
world now. This kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles
that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when
he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book ideal al of you.

Lucille Daulton:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Dictionary of African Biography can be the solution,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in
this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Marylou Beauregard:

Some individuals said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get
ahalf portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Dictionary of African Biography to make your
current reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try
to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It
isto beinitially opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Dictionary of
African Biography can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of the time.
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