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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

He'sat it again. In hisinimitable style, the 60 Minutes commentator and bestselling author picks apart the
stuff of our lives-from the ordinary to the extraordinary-to get to the heart of the matter. Whether it be chairs
that are too small for comfort, or why Americans have trouble understanding the Koran, no subject is too
small or too grand for Rooney to scrutinize. The 154 essays are, he says, "areflection of aflawed brain with
a capacity for being interested in more things than it can comprehend.” Hilariously funny at times, Rooney
also takes atender turn and despairs at some of the sadder aspects of American life. He laments the decline
of family farms, yet marvels at the beauty of their crumbling barns: "It's sad to see something so noble as a
barn die aslow and painful death." He has precise, sometimes surprising-and rarely nonsensical-insights into
dieting ("If you're going to lose weight, you can't be sensible about it. Y ou have to do something extreme"),
Jmmy Stewart as war hero ("He was a bomber pilot in WWII and he did it better than he acted") and
religion ("The Catholic church has never officially recognized that sexual desire cannot be suppressed by
resolve). Though rambling at times, thisis afunny, touching, charming work that will be welcome alongside
Raooney's previous collections; his take on the annoyances and joys of humanity always hit home.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Oh, sure, people like to make fun of Andy Rooney, just as he pokes fun at American life and customs from
his desk-front vantage point on the 60 Minutes tel evision show. But people sure do read his books, and both
My War (1995) and Sincerely, Andy Rooney (1999) have landed on the best-sellerslists. His latest book isa
collection of 153 short essays about--everything! In them, he comes across just like he does on TV: grumpy
and irritable but also witty and avuncular. These essays are arranged into 14 broad categories, including food
and drink, politics, sports, entertainment and the arts, and travel. Rooney waxes on about sentiments easy to
agree with, such as, "Tops of jars and bottles are hard to take off" and "Common courtesy has all but
disappeared in many public places." However, he also focuses on aspects of American life we may not have
thought of but certainly can stand to be reminded about, such as, "A well-built barn isathing of beauty. . . .
The bad newsis, wooden barns, like farmers, are disappearing.” And there are topics we actually want him to
rail against, such as when heinsists that "advertising is out of control but so is packaging." Actualy, he's
more a humorous than an activist-type essayist, but we need all the humor we can get in this dysfunctional
world. Expect considerable demand for this sure-fire best-seller. Brad Hooper

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Hilariously funny at times...a funny, touching, charming work that will be welcome aongside Rooney's
previous collections; his take on the annoyances and joys of humanity always hit home."

"[Rooney] comes across just as he does on TV: grumpy and irritable but witty and avuncular.[he] focuses on
aspects of American life we may not have thought of but certainly can stand to be reminded about.[a] sure-
fire bestseller.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Megan Rivera:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare timeto
take awalk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Common
Nonsense? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

James Smith:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Common Nonsensg, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh
serioudly its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Terry Palladino:

The book untitled Common Nonsense contain alot of information on that. The writer explains the woman
ideawith easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do definitely not worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new age of
literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget,
so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site aswell as order it. Have a nice go through.

L ena Robertson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Common Nonsense was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Common Nonsense has many kinds or category. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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