
Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death,
and hope in a Mumbai undercity

By Katherine Boo

Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and hope in a Mumbai undercity
By Katherine Boo

This enhanced eBook features exclusive video footage shot over the course of
three years by the author and several children of the Annawadi slum.

From Pulitzer Prize-winner Katherine Boo, a landmark work of narrative
nonfiction that tells the dramatic and sometimes heartbreaking story of
families striving toward a better life in one of the twenty-first century’s
great, unequal cities.
 
In this brilliantly written, fast-paced book, based on three years of
uncompromising reporting, a bewildering age of global change and inequality is
made human.
 
Annawadi is a makeshift settlement in the shadow of luxury hotels near the
Mumbai airport, and as India starts to prosper, Annawadians are electric with
hope. Abdul, a reflective and enterprising Muslim teenager, sees “a fortune
beyond counting” in the recyclable garbage that richer people throw away. Asha,
a woman of formidable wit and deep scars from a childhood in rural poverty, has
identified an alternate route to the middle class: political corruption. With a little
luck, her sensitive, beautiful daughter—Annawadi’s “most-everything
girl”—will soon become its first female college graduate. And even the poorest
Annawadians, like Kalu, a fifteen-year-old scrap-metal thief, believe themselves
inching closer to the good lives and good times they call “the full enjoy.”
 
But then Abdul the garbage sorter is falsely accused in a shocking tragedy; terror
and a global recession rock the city; and suppressed tensions over religion, caste,
sex, power and economic envy turn brutal. As the tenderest individual hopes
intersect with the greatest global truths, the true contours of a competitive age are
revealed. And so, too, are the imaginations and courage of the people of
Annawadi.
 
With intelligence, humor, and deep insight into what connects human beings to
one another in an era of tumultuous change, Behind the Beautiful Forevers
carries the reader headlong into one of the twenty-first century’s hidden worlds,
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and into the lives of people impossible to forget.
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In this brilliantly written, fast-paced book, based on three years of uncompromising reporting, a bewildering
age of global change and inequality is made human.
 
Annawadi is a makeshift settlement in the shadow of luxury hotels near the Mumbai airport, and as India
starts to prosper, Annawadians are electric with hope. Abdul, a reflective and enterprising Muslim teenager,
sees “a fortune beyond counting” in the recyclable garbage that richer people throw away. Asha, a woman of
formidable wit and deep scars from a childhood in rural poverty, has identified an alternate route to the
middle class: political corruption. With a little luck, her sensitive, beautiful daughter—Annawadi’s “most-
everything girl”—will soon become its first female college graduate. And even the poorest Annawadians,
like Kalu, a fifteen-year-old scrap-metal thief, believe themselves inching closer to the good lives and good
times they call “the full enjoy.”
 
But then Abdul the garbage sorter is falsely accused in a shocking tragedy; terror and a global recession rock
the city; and suppressed tensions over religion, caste, sex, power and economic envy turn brutal. As the
tenderest individual hopes intersect with the greatest global truths, the true contours of a competitive age are
revealed. And so, too, are the imaginations and courage of the people of Annawadi.
 
With intelligence, humor, and deep insight into what connects human beings to one another in an era of
tumultuous change, Behind the Beautiful Forevers carries the reader headlong into one of the twenty-first
century’s hidden worlds, and into the lives of people impossible to forget.
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From reader reviews:

Henry McMahon:

The book Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and hope in a Mumbai undercity can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the
great thing like a book Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and hope in a Mumbai undercity? A few
of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you may give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life,
death, and hope in a Mumbai undercity has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

David Smith:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them
is this Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and hope in a Mumbai undercity.

Bella Singer:

Beside this kind of Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and hope in a Mumbai undercity in your
phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an aged
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and hope in a
Mumbai undercity because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from right now!



Nancy Sherman:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and
hope in a Mumbai undercity was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, death, and hope in a Mumbai undercity has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading this.
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