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A Handbook of Diction for Singers is a complete guide to achieving professional
levels of diction in Italian, German, and French, the major languages of the
classical vocal repertory. Written for English-speaking singers, it is an ideal
textbook for students of diction and is also invaluable for voice teachers, vocal
coaches, and conductors. This unique book combines traditional approaches
proven successful in the teaching of diction with important new material not
readily available elsewhere. Employing the universally accepted International
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), it presents the sounds of each language in logical order,
along with essential information on matters such as diacritical marks,
syllabification, word stress, and what to look for in dictionaries.
A Handbook of Diction for Singers offers thorough and consistent explanations
of Italian, German, and French pronunciation issues that typically create the most
difficulty for English-speaking singers. It goes into greater detail than
comparable texts, providing specific information and discussion of concepts
especially important to singers. For Italian, it presents extensive coverage of the
execution of phrasal diphthongs, as well as a detailed guide to the occurrences of
open and closed e and o. For German, the question of when to use glottal attacks
in singing is thoroughly discussed, as is the execution of phrasal consonant
clusters. The French chapter gives many examples of the correct approaches to
mute e (schwa) and glides, and also concisely but thoroughly presents liaison.
Particular emphasis is placed on the characteristics of vowel length in all three
languages.
Illustrated with numerous examples and exercises, A Handbook of Diction for
Singers is an exceptional text for courses in diction and a valuable reference
source.
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German, and French, the major languages of the classical vocal repertory. Written for English-speaking
singers, it is an ideal textbook for students of diction and is also invaluable for voice teachers, vocal coaches,
and conductors. This unique book combines traditional approaches proven successful in the teaching of
diction with important new material not readily available elsewhere. Employing the universally accepted
International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), it presents the sounds of each language in logical order, along with
essential information on matters such as diacritical marks, syllabification, word stress, and what to look for
in dictionaries.
A Handbook of Diction for Singers offers thorough and consistent explanations of Italian, German, and
French pronunciation issues that typically create the most difficulty for English-speaking singers. It goes into
greater detail than comparable texts, providing specific information and discussion of concepts especially
important to singers. For Italian, it presents extensive coverage of the execution of phrasal diphthongs, as
well as a detailed guide to the occurrences of open and closed e and o. For German, the question of when to
use glottal attacks in singing is thoroughly discussed, as is the execution of phrasal consonant clusters. The
French chapter gives many examples of the correct approaches to mute e (schwa) and glides, and also
concisely but thoroughly presents liaison. Particular emphasis is placed on the characteristics of vowel length
in all three languages.
Illustrated with numerous examples and exercises, A Handbook of Diction for Singers is an exceptional text
for courses in diction and a valuable reference source.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A major contribution to the literature on lyric diction....[It brings] new insights and approaches into well-
trodden ground....An essential book for the studio of any voice teacher."--Leslie De'Ath, in the Journal of
Singing

"An excellent handbook, very useful for teachers and advanced singers. The author is very familiar with
most students' problems and addresses important areas such as glottals in German."--Timothy Cheek, The
University of Michigan

About the Author
David Adams is at University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Sedillo:

The publication with title A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book
exist new know-how the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right
now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in
new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Phyllis Greenfield:

A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing A
Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French although doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of
it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.



Sylvester Perkins:

This A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French is great guide for you because the content
that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having A Handbook of Diction for Singers: Italian, German, French in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Andrew Purdie:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This A Handbook of Diction for Singers:
Italian, German, French is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon.
If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.
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