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The Aventine—one of Rome’s canonical seven hills—has long been identified as
the city’s plebeian district, which housed the lower orders of society and served
as the political headquarters, religious citadel, and social bastion of those seeking
radical reform of the Republican constitution. Lisa Marie Mignone challenges the
plebeian-Aventine paradigm through a multidisciplinary review of the ancient
evidence, demonstrating that this construct proves to be a modern creation.
Mignone uses ancient literary accounts, material evidence, and legal and
semantic developments to reconstruct and reexamine the history of the Aventine
Hill. Through comparative studies of premodern urban planning and
development, combined with an assessment of gang violence and ancient
neighborhood practices in the latter half of the first century BCE, she argues that
there was no concentration of the disadvantaged in a “plebeian ghetto.” Thus
residency patterns everywhere in the caput mundi, including the Aventine Hill,
likely incorporated the full spectrum of Roman society.

The myth of the “plebeian Aventine” became embedded not only in classical
scholarship, but also in modern political and cultural consciousness; it has even
been used by modern figures to support their political agenda. Yet The
Republican Aventine and Rome’s Social Order makes bold new claims regarding
the urban design and social history of ancient Rome and raises a significant
question about ancient urbanism and social stability more generally: Did social
integration reduce violence in premodern cities and promote urban concord?
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The Aventine—one of Rome’s canonical seven hills—has long been identified as the city’s plebeian district,
which housed the lower orders of society and served as the political headquarters, religious citadel, and
social bastion of those seeking radical reform of the Republican constitution. Lisa Marie Mignone challenges
the plebeian-Aventine paradigm through a multidisciplinary review of the ancient evidence, demonstrating
that this construct proves to be a modern creation. Mignone uses ancient literary accounts, material evidence,
and legal and semantic developments to reconstruct and reexamine the history of the Aventine Hill. Through
comparative studies of premodern urban planning and development, combined with an assessment of gang
violence and ancient neighborhood practices in the latter half of the first century BCE, she argues that there
was no concentration of the disadvantaged in a “plebeian ghetto.” Thus residency patterns everywhere in the
caput mundi, including the Aventine Hill, likely incorporated the full spectrum of Roman society.

The myth of the “plebeian Aventine” became embedded not only in classical scholarship, but also in modern
political and cultural consciousness; it has even been used by modern figures to support their political
agenda. Yet The Republican Aventine and Rome’s Social Order makes bold new claims regarding the urban
design and social history of ancient Rome and raises a significant question about ancient urbanism and social
stability more generally: Did social integration reduce violence in premodern cities and promote urban
concord?
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Editorial Review

Review

“Mignone has adopted the best traditions of classical studies in combining literature, epigraphy, law, and
archaeology to reconstruct life in the ancient city. The Republican Aventine will provide an integrated view
of life in ancient Rome that benefits from a 360-degree perspective on one neighborhood, giving a kind of
deep description that is often hard to come by for the ancient world because of the nature of the sources.”
—Cynthia Bannon, Indiana University

“It is amply evident that Mignone has done her homework and knows the relevant scholarship inside and
out.”
—Karl Galinsky, University of Texas

About the Author

Lisa Marie Mignone is Assistant Professor of Classics at Brown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Simpson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
entitled The Republican Aventine and Rome’s Social Order? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Mary Jones:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will certainly
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Republican Aventine and Rome’s Social
Order is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Carmen Hamm:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the



book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read
one having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular The Republican Aventine and
Rome’s Social Order is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Christina Almonte:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
The Republican Aventine and Rome’s Social Order.
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