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The Phantom of the Ego is the first comparative study that shows how the
modernist account of the unconscious anticipates contemporary discoveries about
the importance of mimesis in the formation of subjectivity. Rather than beginning
with Sigmund Freud as the father of modernism, Nidesh Lawtoo starts with
Friedrich Nietzsche’s antimetaphysical diagnostic of the ego, his realization that
mimetic reflexes—from sympathy to hypnosis, to contagion, to crowd
behavior—move the soul, and his insistence that psychology informs
philosophical reflection. Through a transdisciplinary, comparative reading of
landmark modernist authors like Nietzsche, Joseph Conrad, D. H. Lawrence, and
Georges Bataille, Lawtoo shows that, before being a timely empirical discovery,
the “mimetic unconscious” emerged from an untimely current in literary and
philosophical modernism. This book traces the psychological, ethical, political,
and cultural implications of the realization that the modern ego is born out of the
spirit of imitation; it is thus, strictly speaking, not an ego, but what Nietzsche
calls, “a phantom of the ego.” The Phantom of the Ego opens up a Nietzschean
back door to the unconscious that has mimesis rather than dreams as its via regia,
and argues that the modernist account of the “mimetic unconscious” makes our
understanding of the psyche new.
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The Phantom of the Ego is the first comparative study that shows how the modernist account of the
unconscious anticipates contemporary discoveries about the importance of mimesis in the formation of
subjectivity. Rather than beginning with Sigmund Freud as the father of modernism, Nidesh Lawtoo starts
with Friedrich Nietzsche’s antimetaphysical diagnostic of the ego, his realization that mimetic
reflexes—from sympathy to hypnosis, to contagion, to crowd behavior—move the soul, and his insistence
that psychology informs philosophical reflection. Through a transdisciplinary, comparative reading of
landmark modernist authors like Nietzsche, Joseph Conrad, D. H. Lawrence, and Georges Bataille, Lawtoo
shows that, before being a timely empirical discovery, the “mimetic unconscious” emerged from an untimely
current in literary and philosophical modernism. This book traces the psychological, ethical, political, and
cultural implications of the realization that the modern ego is born out of the spirit of imitation; it is thus,
strictly speaking, not an ego, but what Nietzsche calls, “a phantom of the ego.” The Phantom of the Ego
opens up a Nietzschean back door to the unconscious that has mimesis rather than dreams as its via regia,
and argues that the modernist account of the “mimetic unconscious” makes our understanding of the psyche
new.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Nidesh Lawtoo is a SNSF Visiting Scholar at The Humanities Center, Johns Hopkins University.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Zakrzewski:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to explain
what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and
the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) to read.

Wanda Stamper:

The guide with title The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in
Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit
after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Bobby Miller:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a reserve. The book The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious
(Studies in Violence, Mimesis, & Culture) it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book
you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is
not to fund but this book possesses high quality.



Thomas Williamson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Phantom of the Ego: Modernism and the Mimetic Unconscious (Studies in Violence,
Mimesis, & Culture) when you necessary it?
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