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Noël Coward is remembered as the most witty and elegant of theatrical
personalities. He left behind over fifty plays, twenty-five films, hundreds of
songs, and several books. Fortunately, he also left behind these diaries
chronicling the last thirty years of his life, from 1941 to 1973. Moving through
the theatrical, social, political, and historical worlds on both sides of the Atlantic,
the impressive cast of characters includes Laurence Olivier, Frank Sinatra,
Lauren Bacall, John and Jackie Kennedy, Harold Pinter, members of the Royal
Family, and the Beatles, among a host of others. The Noël Coward Diaries is a
social and theatrical chronicle as stylish and irresistible as the man himself.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Coward's diaries from 1941 to 1969 offer an intimate look at the last 30 years of the life of the popular,
sophisticated British playwright and author. While some of the entries are of the "Stayed out until 4 at Mrs.
B___'s party" variety, more of them give insight into Coward's well-connected life. Coward knew or met
hundreds of people working in the theater, the movies, and the government, and encounters with Vivien
Leigh, Marilyn Monroe, King George IV, Winston Churchill and the Queen Mother, to name just a few, are
included here. Excellent footnotes provided by editors Morley and Payn (My Life with Noel Coward) give a
one-sentence description of such notables as "Larry" (Laurence Olivier) and "Dickie" (Lord Louis
Mountbatten). Coward wrote these diaries with an eye toward publishing and therefore seemed to take great
care to write, if not kindly about everyone, then perhaps not as harshly as he could have. Still, there are
enough juicy tidbits to satisfy any biography-reading seeker of stars, starlets, and royalty. A thorough index
enhances star browsing. For public libraries. J. Sara Paulk, Coastal Plain Reg. Lib., Tifton, GA
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Compulsive reading: a very clear portrait. What Coward has to say about other people is light-hearted,
witty, often shrewd, totally without malice ....His final entertainment for everyone's pleasure is these diaries."
-- Sunday Times, London

"Through the pages glitters a galaxy of names that keep the editors footnoting like mad and the stagestruck
reader wallowing in stardust....A theatrical compendium of the times." -- Christian Science Monitor

About the Author

Graham Payn, a lifelong friend of Coward who appeared in many of his most successful plays, now lives at
Chalet Coward in Switzerland, from where he runs the Coward estate. Sheridan Morley is the drama critic
of the Spectator and the International Herald Tribune and author of the first Coward biography, A Talent to
Amuse.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Noël Coward Diaries. You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book The Noël Coward Diaries. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can
open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.



Elias Rosser:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will probably update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what kind you should start with. This The Noël Coward Diaries is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alvin Maltby:

The reserve untitled The Noël Coward Diaries is the book that recommended to you to read. You can see the
quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of analysis when write the
book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book
of The Noël Coward Diaries from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Robert Tanaka:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve The Noël Coward Diaries was filled regarding science. Spend your free
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they
reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the
modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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