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Did you know:

--that the word nice meant foolish or stupid in the thirteenth century?

--that deer once referred to any animal?

--that cumberbund, pundit and bungalow, all relics of the Indian rgj, have been in
usein English since the 1600's?

--that such words as sandwich, boycott and malapropism take their names from
people, both real and fictional ?

--that sombrero, which comes to us from Spanish, originally meant an Oriental
umbrella?

These are but afew of the thousands of fascinating tidbits to be found in The
Concise Oxford Dictionary of Etymology. Here the reader will find a clear and
brief account of the origins, history, and sense-devel opment of a major part of the
modern English vacaburlary, including both basic words and a wide selection of
derivative forms.

Begun under the supervision of the late G.W.S. Friedrichsen, this valuable
reference book benefits from his many years of experience as an etymologist for
the Oxford dictionaries.

About the Author:

T.F. Hoad is a Fellow of St. Peter's College Oxford.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

C.T. Onions's Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology (Oxford, rev. 1969, $45) is the source of this
compact version, and for the most part the reductions are carefully chosen, asin eliminating the
pronunciations of common words and technical terms. But thiswork is abridged: e.g., over two former
pages, between dickens and dignity, entries for dictaphone, dies non , and dight have been deleted, and these
deletions are representative. Secondary information has also been cut from individual entries. Theresultisa
handy and compact desktop reference book, well printed and bound as expected from the Clarendon Press.
However, both the original, and Ernest Klein's Comprehensive Etymological Dictionary of the English
Lanaguage (Elsevier, 1971, $85) arein print, and larger libraries should have them as well. Stephen H. Cape,
Indiana Univ. Lib., Bloomington

Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Susan Williams;

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
gpare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called
The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you. Y ou
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Zachary Connors:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Concise
Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology book as beginning and daily reading book. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Erik Garcia;

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even restricted. What people must be consider when those
information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource



then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology as the daily
resource information.

Laree Drummond:

Precisely why? Because this The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Etymology is an unordinary book
that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If |
ended up you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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