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Genetically modified food, art in the form of a phosphorescent rabbit implanted
with jellyfish DNA, and robots that simulate human emotion would seem to be
evidence for the blurring boundary between the natural and the artificial. Y et
because the deeply rooted concept of nature functions as a cultural value, a social
norm, and amoral authority, we cannot simply dismiss the distinction between
art and nature as anostalgic relic. Disentangling the cultural roots of many
current debates about new technol ogies, the essays in this volume examine
notions of nature and art as they have been defined and redefined in Western
culture, from the Hippocratic writers' ideas of physis and techn? and Aristotle's
designation of mimetic arts to nineteenth-century chemistry and twenty-first
century biomimetics. These essays -- by specialists of different periods and
various disciplines -- reveal that the division between nature and art has been
continually challenged and reassessed in Western thought. In antiquity, for
example, mechanical devices were seen as working "against nature"; centuries
later, Descartes not only claimed the opposite but argued that nature itself was
mechanical. Nature and art, the essays show, are mutually constructed, defining
and redefining themselves, partnersin a continuous dance over the centuries.

Contributor s: Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent, Horst Bredekamp, John Hedley
Brooke, Dennis Des Chene, Alan Gabbey, Anthony Grafton, Roald Hoffmann,
Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann, William R. Newman, Jessica Riskin, Heinrich Von
Staden, Francis Wolff, Mark J. Schiefsky

i Download The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polari ...pdf

@ Read Online The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Pola...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0262026201




The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner
Institute Studies in the History of Science and Technology)

From The MIT Press

The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studiesin the History of
Science and Technology) From The MIT Press

Genetically modified food, art in the form of a phosphorescent rabbit implanted with jellyfish DNA, and
robots that simulate human emotion would seem to be evidence for the blurring boundary between the
natural and the artificial. Y et because the deeply rooted concept of nature functions as a cultural value, a
social norm, and amoral authority, we cannot simply dismiss the distinction between art and nature as a
nostalgic relic. Disentangling the cultural roots of many current debates about new technologies, the essays
in this volume examine notions of nature and art as they have been defined and redefined in Western culture,
from the Hippocratic writers ideas of physis and techn? and Aristotle's designation of mimetic arts to
nineteenth-century chemistry and twenty-first century biomimetics. These essays -- by specialists of different
periods and various disciplines -- reveal that the division between nature and art has been continually
challenged and reassessed in Western thought. In antiquity, for example, mechanical devices were seen as
working "against nature"; centuries later, Descartes not only claimed the opposite but argued that nature
itself was mechanical. Nature and art, the essays show, are mutually constructed, defining and redefining
themselves, partners in a continuous dance over the centuries.
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Editorial Review
Review

"All too often, what is considered 'natural’ assumes an absurdly idealized view of nature that owes more to
the delusions of Rousseau's romanticism than to any historically informed perspective. By revealing how
sophisticated, and yet how transitory, the distinctions have been in the past, this book is an appealingly
erudite invitation to begin the conversation.” -- Philip Ball, Nature

About the Author

Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent is Professor of History at the University of Paris X. She isthe author of A
History of Chemistry and other books.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jesica Demar co:

The book The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studiesin the History of
Science and Technology) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave a very important thing like abook The Artificial and the Natura: An Evolving Polarity
(Dibner Institute Studiesin the History of Science and Technology)? A number of you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try
to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
can share al of these. Book The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studiesin
the History of Science and Technology) has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Conrad Degregorio:

This The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Ingtitute Studies in the History of Science
and Technology) tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why
of this The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studies in the History of
Science and Technology) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed an individual with information that possibly will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditionsin e-book
and printed versions. Beside that this The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute
Studiesin the History of Science and Technology) forcing you to have an enormous of experience including
rich vocabulary, giving you tria of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So, let's have it
and revel in reading.



Joseph Mattie:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This publication The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity
(Dibner Institute Studies in the History of Science and Technology) was filled regarding science. Spend your
extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read
a book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Dona Cole:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
guery was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou need to know
that reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou see good news or update with regards to something
by book. Many kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Artificial and the
Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studiesin the History of Science and Technology).
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