
The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to
Long-Form Improvisation

By Rob Kozlowski

The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation By
Rob Kozlowski

Improvisational theatre revolutionized American comedy and Chicago was its
home. That city not only nurtured so much of the best work done; it also spawned
many different styles that traveled around the country and the world. Experienced
improv artist Rob Kozlowski trained at Chicago's Second City and knows
firsthand what improv really is and what it can achieve. He tells all in this
account of the first 50 years of the Chicago improv scene.

Kozlowski traces the history of improvisational acting in Chicago from the days
of Viola Spolin to the appearance of the Compass, Second City, and today's
practitioners. In between, he takes a detailed look at Charna Halpern and the
ImprovOlympic "revolution," Del Close and the development of a long-form
improvisation called the Harold, and all that followed. Kozlowski also provides a
guide to improv troupes seeking a style that's just right for them, with detailed
descriptions of specific productions and discussions of the implications of
pursuing certain improv techniques. His interviews with Annoyance Theater
founder Mick Napier, ImprovOlympic veteran Noah Gregoropoulos, and
ImprovOlympic's Training Center Director Liz Allen reveal the challenges and
joys of long-form improvisation and how aspiring improv artists can get
involved.

Whether you're an "SNL" wannabe, a student of improv history, or fan of the art
form, this resource will enlighten you about the workings of America's comedy
capital.
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Improvisational theatre revolutionized American comedy and Chicago was its home. That city not only
nurtured so much of the best work done; it also spawned many different styles that traveled around the
country and the world. Experienced improv artist Rob Kozlowski trained at Chicago's Second City and
knows firsthand what improv really is and what it can achieve. He tells all in this account of the first 50 years
of the Chicago improv scene.

Kozlowski traces the history of improvisational acting in Chicago from the days of Viola Spolin to the
appearance of the Compass, Second City, and today's practitioners. In between, he takes a detailed look at
Charna Halpern and the ImprovOlympic "revolution," Del Close and the development of a long-form
improvisation called the Harold, and all that followed. Kozlowski also provides a guide to improv troupes
seeking a style that's just right for them, with detailed descriptions of specific productions and discussions of
the implications of pursuing certain improv techniques. His interviews with Annoyance Theater founder
Mick Napier, ImprovOlympic veteran Noah Gregoropoulos, and ImprovOlympic's Training Center Director
Liz Allen reveal the challenges and joys of long-form improvisation and how aspiring improv artists can get
involved.

Whether you're an "SNL" wannabe, a student of improv history, or fan of the art form, this resource will
enlighten you about the workings of America's comedy capital.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Rob Kozlowski has studied and performed improvisational theatre in Chicago for nearly a decade. He is a
founding member of the Playground Theatre, the nation's only non-profit improv co-op. He also teaches at
Columbia College Chicago.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Omar Hinojosa:

The book The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Art of Chicago Improv:
Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

James Fong:

The book untitled The Art of Chicago Improv: Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Joseph Moody:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Art of Chicago Improv:
Short Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.



Silvia Doucet:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Art of Chicago Improv: Short
Cuts to Long-Form Improvisation can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these publications have than the others?
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