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In Soft Shepherd or Almighty Pastor? contributors seek to go beyond the taboo
on "power" within pastoral contexts. They not only discuss fundamental
theological and philosophical questions about power but also develop ways to
prevent power abuse in pastoral context. Power is considered as omnipresent and
is analyzed in its positive and negative aspects. Not only the classical
associations of "power over" or "domination" are discussed in relation to
ecclesial and pastoral situations, but also forms of power linked to "service" and
"care" A sacrificial spirituality might also be dangerous. Soft Shepherd or
Almighty Pastor? gathers ten contributions, all of which reflect on the complexity
of power issues, also in relation to sexual abuse. The authors argue that dealing
adequately with power requires renewed forms of theological thinking, especially
about ministry.
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contexts. They not only discuss fundamental theological and philosophical questions about power but also
develop ways to prevent power abuse in pastoral context. Power is considered as omnipresent and is
analyzed in its positive and negative aspects. Not only the classical associations of "power over" or
"domination" are discussed in relation to ecclesial and pastoral situations, but also forms of power linked to
"service" and "care" A sacrificial spirituality might also be dangerous. Soft Shepherd or Almighty Pastor?
gathers ten contributions, all of which reflect on the complexity of power issues, also in relation to sexual
abuse. The authors argue that dealing adequately with power requires renewed forms of theological thinking,
especially about ministry.
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Editorial Review

Review
''From the evocative title to the final chapter, this collection provokes deep reflection on the multiple forms
of power, powerlessness, and empowerment within pastoral relationships. I am especially impressed with the
analysis of social, intercultural, and spiritual dimensions. The conference organizers and book editor have
done an excellent job choosing just the right contributors, and just the right issues, to make this critical
reading for ministers and those who teach them.''
--Bonnie J. Miller-McLemore, E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter Professor of Religion, Psychology, and
Culture, The Divinity School, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN

''It is the taboo surrounding power that makes power so powerful' (Gärtner). The taboo on power in pastoral
counseling is broken powerfully in this book. Courageous pastoral care requires an honest encounter with the
complexities of power in oneself, pastoral relationships, and structural dynamics. With this rich variety of
perspectives, the caring pastor can navigate carefully through the maze of power to find a morally and
emotionally sound way of caring well.''
--Yolanda Dreyer, Head of Department of Practical Theology, Faculty of Theology, University of Pretoria,
Pretoria, South Africa

''These essays in practical theology enrich and broaden the ongoing discussion of power and its roles in
ministries of care and counseling. Students, scholars, and practitioners will be better equipped to understand
and respond to the complex relationship of power and compassion. The book features the most recent
insights from Europe and the United States into the ways neoliberal market assumptions shape power in
spiritual care.''
--Duane Bidwell, Associate Professor of Practical Theology, Spiritual Care, and Counseling, Claremont
School of Theology, Claremont, CA

''This excellent book provides rich and nuanced discussions of the negative and positive role of power in
pastoral and religious contexts. The often disguised and strategic use of power in pastoral situations is
perfectly exposed without neglecting its receptive and agentic aspects. The book provides readers with a
good introduction to an often neglected and much discredited topic. It will be particularly valuable for the
education and training of pastors and religious leaders, but practical theologians and those with a more
general interest in the use and abuse of power in communal and cultural settings will also benefit from this
stimulating book.''
--Jaco Dreyer, President of the International Academy for Practical Theology, University of South Africa,
Pretoria, South Africa --Wipf and Stock Publishers

About the Author
Annemie Dillen is Associate Professor of Pastoral and Empirical Theology at the Faculty of Theology and
Religious Studies, KU Leuven, Belgium. She is the coeditor of Prophetic Witness in World Christianities
(2011) and Children's Voices: Children's Perspectives in Ethics, Theology and Religious Education (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Tony Hill:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the fact just their can
do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this Soft Shepherd or Almighty Pastor?: Power and Pastoral Care to read.

Dane People:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information or
their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you reading a book especially
fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is
possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Soft Shepherd or Almighty Pastor?:
Power and Pastoral Care, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours reserve. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Andrew Comer:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Soft Shepherd or Almighty Pastor?:
Power and Pastoral Care is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Steven Burley:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Soft Shepherd or Almighty Pastor?: Power and Pastoral Care we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Soft
Shepherd or Almighty Pastor?: Power and Pastoral Care. You can more attractive than now.
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