
Shakespeare and the Goddess of Complete
Being

By Ted Hughes

Shakespeare and the Goddess of Complete Being By Ted Hughes

This critical work on Shakespeare attempts to show his complete works -
dramatic and poetic - as a single, tightly-integrated, evolving organism.
Identifying Shakespeare's use in the poems "Venus and Adonis" and "The Rape
of Lucrece", of the two most significant religious myths of the archaic world,
Hughes argues that these myths later provided Shakespeare with templates for
the construction of every play from "All's Well that Ends Well" to "The
Tempest". He also argues that this development, in turn, represented his poetic
exploration of conflicts within the "living myth" of the English Reformation. The
claim is a large one, but Hughes supports his thesis with a painstakingly close
analysis of language, plots and characters.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
For English poet Hughes, Shakespeare was "a prophetic shaman of the Puritan revolution," his plays mythic
reenactments of the holy war between Catholic and Puritan fanaticism. This arcane, often farfetched study
maintains that the Bard tapped into the "source myth" of Catholicism in Venus and Adonis : the myth of the
Great Goddess and her sacrificed god. In The Rape of Lucrece , Shakespeare mined the rival source myth of
Puritanism: the enraged Jehovan god who abhors the Goddess for her presumed treachery or whorishness. In
this highly speculative analysis, Hughes follows the workings of these two interlocking myths through
Shakespeare's plays, whose overall trajectory, he argues, is an attempt to escape from tragic destiny to
secular freedom. In King Lear , according to Hughes, Shakespeare reinvented an ancient Egyptian
cosmology to illuminate the distorting ethos of the English Reformation. And from Cymbeline to The
Tempest , he argues, the Bard used the Gnostic myth about the Female who represents the hero's own soul.
Hughes's ambitious critique will appeal primarily to devotees of myth and Jung.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
This is one of the most remarkable books on Shakespeare to appear for some time. Hughes begins by
analyzing Venus and Adonis and the Rape of Lucrece , suggesting that the two myths that inform these
poems--of the hero who rejects the goddess and is killed in return, and of the god who destroys the goddess--
form a fundamental mythic and symbolic pattern that underlies Shakespeare's later plays, beginning with As
You Like It and incorporating all the great tragedies and romances. The reader has to be prepared to follow
Hughes, the noted British poet ( Wolfwatching , LJ 12/90), through some fairly obscure mythological twists
and turns, but it is almost always worth it. Every page is lit up with some insight that makes one think about
the plays in a new light. Scholars may be irritated by the lack of documentation (no bibliography, few
footnotes, no index), but this is literary criticism of the sort we need.
- Bryan Aubrey, Fairfield, Ia.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Ted Hughes (1930-1998) was born in Yorkshire. His first book, The Hawk in the Rain, was published in
1957 by Faber & Faber and was followed by many volumes of poetry and prose for adults and children. He
received the Whitbread Book of the Year for two consecutive years for his last published collections of
poetry, Tales from Ovid and Birthday Letters. He was Poet Laureate from 1984, and in 1998 he was
appointed to the Order of Merit.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carolina Jones:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Shakespeare and the
Goddess of Complete Being. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the



internet methods or other social media.

Alyssa Lewis:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read
one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Shakespeare and the Goddess of
Complete Being is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Sharon Clayton:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is actually Shakespeare and the Goddess of Complete Being.

Trina Durham:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
read a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Shakespeare and the Goddess of Complete Being will give you new experience in examining a book.
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