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Sarah Baartman'siconic status as the "Hottentot Venus' - as "victimized" African
woman, "Mother" of the new South Africa, and ancestral spirit to countless
women of the African Diaspora- has led to an outpouring of essays, biographies,
films, interviews, art installations, and centers, comprising avirtual archive that
seeks to find some meaning in her persona. Y et even those with the best
intentions, fighting to give Baartman agency, avoice, a personhood, continue to
service the general narratives of European documentation of her life without
asking "What if we looked at Baartman through another lens?' This collectionis
thefirst of itskind to offer a space for international scholars, cultural activists,
and visual artists to examine the legacy of Baartman's life anew, specifically
finding an aternative Africanist rendering of a person whose life has left a
profound impact on the ways in which Black women are displayed and
represented the world over.
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Sarah Baartman's iconic status as the "Hottentot Venus' - as "victimized" African woman, "Mother" of the
new South Africa, and ancestral spirit to countless women of the African Diaspora - has led to an outpouring
of essays, biographies, films, interviews, art installations, and centers, comprising avirtual archive that seeks
to find some meaning in her persona. Y et even those with the best intentions, fighting to give Baartman
agency, avoice, a personhood, continue to service the general narratives of European documentation of her
life without asking "What if we looked at Baartman through another lens?' This collection isthe first of its
kind to offer a space for international scholars, cultural activists, and visual artists to examine the legacy of
Baartman's life anew, specifically finding an alternative Africanist rendering of a person whose life has | eft a
profound impact on the ways in which Black women are displayed and represented the world over.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Apart from examining archives on Sarah Baartman, the book functions as an archive itself. The inclusion of
poetry, song, visua art, and building projects lend a depth to the articles by solidifying the idea of Sarah
Baartman as being more than a subject of scholarly research. This book isimportant in that it affords the
opportunity to look back, not only at Sarah Baartman, but at social and political traditions that characterise
human behaviour, the discourses employed to make sense of it, and aspects of our various pasts that were
found wanting, and in this way, chart the path forward to new discourses and understandings. Thetext is as
much about a figure long departed as it is about those that are currently living." - Nwabisa Bangeni, Lecturer,
Department of English, Stellenbosch University, South Africa

"Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman is a provocative and timely
collection of essays on Sarah Baartman. At the same time, thisis a collection that has much to say about
enduring discourses on Black women that find circulation today. Gordon-Chipembere and her contributors
engage and expand the registers used to speak about Black women’ s bodies and subjectivities across epochs.
It isa conversation on the discourses on Black women by scholars from across the globe, connecting areas of
Black feminist scholarship that often speak past each other rather than in exchange." - Pumla Dineo Gqola,
PhD, author of What is slavery to me?: Postcolonial/Save Memory in Post-apartheid South Africa

Review

"Apart from examining archives on Sarah Baartman, the book functions as an archive itself. The inclusion of
poetry, song, visua art, and building projects lend a depth to the articles by solidifying the idea of Sarah
Baartman as being more than a subject of scholarly research. Thisbook isimportant in that it affords the
opportunity to look back, not only at Sarah Baartman, but at social and political traditions that characterise
human behaviour, the discourses employed to make sense of it, and aspects of our various pasts that were
found wanting, and in thisway, chart the path forward to new discourses and understandings. The text is as
much about afigure long departed as it is about those that are currently living." - Nwabisa Bangeni, Lecturer,
Department of English, Stellenbosch University, South Africa

"Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman is a provocative and timely
collection of essays on Sarah Baartman. At the same time, thisis a collection that has much to say about
enduring discourses on Black women that find circulation today. Gordon-Chipembere and her contributors
engage and expand the registers used to speak about Black women's bodies and subjectivities across epochs.
It isa conversation on the discourses on Black women by scholars from across the globe, connecting areas of
Black feminist scholarship that often speak past each other rather than in exchange." - Pumla Dineo Ggola,
PhD, author of What is slavery to me?: Postcolonial/Save Memory in Post-apartheid South Africa

From the Back Cover

Sarah Baartman’ siconic status as the "Hottentot Venus' - as "victimized" African woman, "Mother" of the
new South Africa, and ancestral spirit to countless women of the African Diaspora - has led to countless
essays, biographies, films, interviews, art installations, and research centers, comprising a virtual archive that
seeks to find some meaning in her persona. Y et even those with the best intentions, fighting to give her
agency, avoice, a personhood, continue to reinforce the outmoded European narrative of her life without



asking "What if we looked at Baartman through another lens?" This collection, thefirst of itskind, offersa
space in which international scholars, cultural activists, and visual artists examine the legacy of Baartman's
life anew. It disrupts iconic, pop-culture narratives to seek an alternative Africanist rendering of a person
whose life has | eft a profound impact on the ways in which Black women are displayed and represented the
world over.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Manuel Thomas:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy
of Sarah Baartman. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know
about how isimportant some sort of book Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah
Baartman. Y ou can add understanding and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or
maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's learn.

L eticia Nielson:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Representation and Black
Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person.
So, for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick Representation and
Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman become your current starter.

Mindy Arredondo:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be study. Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman can be
your answer asit can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

Michael Lucius:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the top
book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is known as of book
Representation and Black Womanhood: The Legacy of Sarah Baartman. Y ou can add your knowledge by it.



Without leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
crucia that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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