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Our Lady of the Exile is a study of Cuban-American popular Catholicism,
focusing on the shrine of Our Lady Charity in Miami. Drawing on awide range
of sources and using both historical and ethnographic methods, the book
examines the religious life of the Cuban exiles who visit the shrine. Those
pilgrims are diverse, and so are the motives that bring them. At the same time,
author Thomas A. Tweed argues, Cuban devotees of the national patroness share
agreat deal. Most come to pray for their homeland and to recreate bonds with
other Cubans, on the island and in the diaspora. The shrine is a place where they
come to make sense of themselves as an exiled people. The religious symbols
there link the past and present and bridge the homeland and the new land.
Through rituals and artifacts at the shrine, Tweed suggests, the Cuban diaspora
"imaginatively constructs its collective identity and transports itself to the Cuba
of memory and desire."

While the book focuses on Cuban exilesin Miami, it moves beyond case study as
it explores larger issues concerning religion, identity, and place. How do
migrants relate to heir homeland? How do they understand themselves after they
have been displaced? What role does religion play among these diasporic
groups? Building on this study of one exiled group, Tweed proposes a theory of
diasporic religion that promisesto illuminate the experiences of other groups that
have been displaced from their native land.

Asthe first book-length analysis of Cuban-American Catholicism, Tweed's book
will be an invaluable resource to scholars and students of not only Religious
Studies, American Studies, and Ethnic Studies, but also those who study cultural
anthropology, human geography, and Latin American history.
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Our Lady of the Exile is a study of Cuban-American popular Catholicism, focusing on the shrine of Our
Lady Charity in Miami. Drawing on awide range of sources and using both historical and ethnographic
methods, the book examines the religious life of the Cuban exiles who visit the shrine. Those pilgrims are
diverse, and so are the motives that bring them. At the same time, author Thomas A. Tweed argues, Cuban
devotees of the national patroness share a great deal. Most come to pray for their homeland and to recreate
bonds with other Cubans, on the island and in the diaspora. The shrine is a place where they come to make
sense of themselves as an exiled people. The religious symbols there link the past and present and bridge the
homeland and the new land. Through rituals and artifacts at the shrine, Tweed suggests, the Cuban diaspora
"imaginatively constructs its collective identity and transports itself to the Cuba of memory and desire.”

While the book focuses on Cuban exiles in Miami, it moves beyond case study as it explores larger issues
concerning religion, identity, and place. How do migrants relate to heir homeland? How do they understand
themselves after they have been displaced? What role does religion play among these diasporic groups?
Building on this study of one exiled group, Tweed proposes a theory of diasporic religion that promisesto
illuminate the experiences of other groups that have been displaced from their native land.

Asthe first book-length analysis of Cuban-American Catholicism, Tweed's book will be an invaluable
resource to scholars and students of not only Religious Studies, American Studies, and Ethnic Studies, but
also those who study cultural anthropology, human geography, and Latin American history.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Our Lady of the Exile is a valuable contribution to the growing literature on Catholic and folk devotional
religion. It will spark fruitful discussion in courses on popular religion and/or Latino history and
religiosity."--Church History

"...the careful research and analysis presented in this volume make it a valuable source for scholars and
students of Latino religion and religious studies generally, aswell as American and ethnic studies,
anthropology, and American Catholicism."--Catholic Historical Review

"...the careful research and analysis presented in this volume make it a valuable source for scholars and
students of Latino religion and religious studies generally, as well as American and ethnic studies,
anthropology, and American Catholicism."--The Catholic Historical Review

"The book is awelcome addition to the growing literature on popular religion in the United States....This
book will be appealing to students of the Cuban experience in the United States and to professors seeking a
text that provides ethnographic details on a contemporary religious experience of one of the larger Latino
groups in the United States."--Sociology of Religion

About the Author
Thomas A. Tweed is at University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Thad Whitehead:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?

Y ep, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book eligible Our
Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami (Religion in America)? Maybe it
isfor being best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have other opinion?



Georgia Hernandez:

This Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrinein Miami (Religion in America)
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information whichis
getting deeper an individual read alot of information you will get. Thiskind of Our Lady of the Exile:
Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami (Religion in America) without we recognize teach
the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Our Lady of the
Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrinein Miami (Religion in America) can bring when you
are and not make your bag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it inside your lovely
laptop even phone. This Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami
(Religion in America) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Jessica Jennings:

The guide with title Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrine in Miami
(Religion in America) hasalot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of help after read
this book. This specific book exist new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
specific book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Angela Yoder:

Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrinein Miami (Religion in America) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in
writing Our Lady of the Exile: Diasporic Religion at a Cuban Catholic Shrinein Miami (Religion in
America) although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.
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