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“Elena has left behind a story of resilience, hope and most of all, love. We can’t help but take her
into our hearts, and carry the best of her into our own lives.”<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns =
"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />
—Jeffrey Zaslow, coauthor of The Last Lecture
 
Notes Left Behind by Brooke and Keith Desserich began as a journal they kept after their five-year-
old daughter Elena was diagnosed with brain cancer and given just 165 days to live. As poignant
and inspiring as Randy Pausch’s The Last Lecture, it is the story of the courage of a truly
remarkable little girl who accomplished so much in so little time—and of her parents’ love and
dedication to their child and their family. New York Times bestselling author James Patterson was
profoundly moved by Elena’s beautiful life and Notes Left Behind, calling it, “a stunning story that
teaches us how precious children, family, and life are, and that the sacrifices we make are worth it.
I won’t forget the Desserich family, and neither will you.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A Cincinnati couple bravely and lovingly recorded the last months of their six-year-old daughter's life after
she was handed the devastating prognosis of terminal brain cancer. A trip to the doctor's office to treat
Elena's strep throat resulted in an MRI that revealed a large tumor lodged within the walls of Elena's brain
stem—in the worst place with one of the worst tumors out there. The kindergartener, who also had a younger
sister, Grace, was given three to six months to live. A miracle was what the family hoped for, traveling to
Memphis for six weeks of an experimental treatment involving intensive radiation, chemotherapy and tests;
already Elena's speech, mobility and ability to eat had been affected, symptoms of the tumor's progression
that would recede and recur over the next several months. The parents kept this diary from November 29, the
beginning of their daughter's treatment, until her death August 11, Day 256, written in alternating POVs
(mostly Keith's; Brooke's is rendered in italics), even recording some of Elena's own musings, such as that all
she wanted was to be normal. The parents remained resolute in her treatment, even upbeat despite the anger
Keith felt at the unfairness of this disease. Instead of planning their daughter's future, the Desseriches sadly
found themselves counting [her] days. This heartbreakingly forthright journal helped the authors push back
that second-worst day—when the memory of their daughter would be forgotten. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“This is a stunning story that teaches us how precious children, family, and life are, and that the sacrifices we
make are worth it. I won’t forget the Desserich family, and neither will you.”

From the Back Cover

Wise beyond her years, six-year-old Elena Desserich never stopped teaching those around her to appreciate
the miracle of everyday living, even as she battled a rare form of brain cancer.

Notes Left Behind tells a story of humility and inspiration. Through personal and candid journal entries they
wrote as a remembrance for Elena's younger sister, Brooke and Keith Desserich share their emotional
journey as a family, along with the private notes Elena hid around the house for them to discover after she
was gone. Heartbreaking, moving, and inspiring, Elena's notes show us how, even during the darkest
moments of life, it is possible to find hope and encouragement though selfless love.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Notes Left Behind. All type of book can
you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.



Walter Chacon:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the information or
maybe their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you studying a book
especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Notes Left Behind, you can
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones,
make them reading a publication.

Angel Sherrill:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you have
read is usually Notes Left Behind.

Maryellen Tilley:

The book untitled Notes Left Behind contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains her idea with
easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you
can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice read.
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