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The concise version of the discipline's most popular introductory anthology,
Kennedy/Gioia’s Literature, Compact Edition continues to inspire students
with engaging insights on reading and writing about stories, poems, and
plays.   Poets in their own right, editors X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia bring
personal warmth and a human perspective to this compact, paperback anthology. 
Organized into three genres—Literature, Compact Edition presents readable
discussions of the literary devices, illustrated by apt works, supported by useful
writing tips, and followed by (now) six full chapters devoted to writing.  A broad
scope of traditional and contemporary works is provided, most headed by author
images and richly detailed biographical notes and some followed by author
commentary.  While maintaining the characteristics of its previous
editions–accessible apparatus, expansive author representation–this Compact,
Fifth Edition has been re-imagined to include new casebooks, a lively new
design, and more writing coverage than ever before.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

X. J. Kennedy , after graduation from Seton Hall and Columbia, became a journalist second class in the
Navy (“Actually, I was pretty eighth class”). His poems, some published in the New Yorker, were first
collected in Nude Descending a Staircase (1961). Since then he has written six more collections, several
widely adopted literature and writing textbooks, and seventeen books for children, including two novels. He
has taught at Michigan, North Carolina (Greensboro), California (Irvine), Wellesley, Tufts, and Leeds. Cited
in Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations and reprinted in some 200 anthologies, his verse has brought him a
Guggenheim fellowship, a Lamont Award, a Los Angeles Times Book Prize, an award from the American
Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters, an Aiken-Taylor prize, the Robert Frost Medal of the Poetry
Society of America, and the Award for Poetry for Children from the National Council of Teachers of
English. He now lives in Lexington, Massachusetts, where he and his wife Dorothy have collaborated on
four books and five children.
 
Dana Gioia is a poet, critic, and teacher. Born in Los Angeles of Italian and Mexican ancestry, he attended
Stanford and Harvard before taking a detour into business. ("Not many poets have a Stanford M.B.A., thank
goodness!") After years of writing and reading late in the evenings after work, he quit a vice presidency to
write and teach. He has published three collections of poetry, Daily Horoscope (1986), The Gods of Winter
(1991), and Interrogations at Noon (2001), which won the American Book Award; and three critical
volumes, including Can Poetry Matter? (1992), an influential study of poetry's place in contemporary
America. Gioia has taught at Johns Hopkins, Sarah Lawrence, Wesleyan (Connecticut), Mercer, and
Colorado College.
 
He is also the co-founder of the summer poetry conference at West Chester University in Pennsylvania.
From 2003-2009 he served as Chairman of the National Endowment for the Arts. At the NEA he created the
largest literary programs in federal history, including Shakespeare in American Communities and Poetry Out
Loud, the national high school poetry recitation contest. He also led the campaign to restore active and
engaged literary reading by creating The Big Read, which has helped reverse a quarter century of decline in
U.S. reading. He currently divides his time between Washington, D.C. and Santa Rosa, California, living
with his wife Mary, their two sons, and two uncontrollable cats.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pam Wright:

Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing, Compact Edition (5th Edition) can be
one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve
has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing, Compact
Edition (5th Edition) yet doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm



resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of
crucial contemplating.

Hugo Mann:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer is usually Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and
Writing, Compact Edition (5th Edition) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Maureen Bonds:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry,
Drama, and Writing, Compact Edition (5th Edition) or perhaps others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge.
In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes Literature: An Introduction to Fiction,
Poetry, Drama, and Writing, Compact Edition (5th Edition) to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Thomas Daniels:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of
the Literature: An Introduction to Fiction, Poetry, Drama, and Writing, Compact Edition (5th Edition) when
you essential it?
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