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It's Sam Pettigrew's last year of high school. And he's spending it figuring out
how, at age seventeen, heis supposed to care for his baby son, Max.

Max wasn't part of the plan. He wasn't even part of the backup plan. But he's here
now, and Sam is attending an alternative high school with other teen parents like
himself. Talk about awake-up call. But Sam is determined to make it work, to
show everyone -- his dad, his new girlfriend, himself -- that he has what it takes
to be agood dad.

Trading footballs for diaper bags and college brochures for feeding schedules,
Sam gives fatherhood his best shot. Only no one told him it would be this hard.
What if his best isn't good enough?
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Between the midnight feedings and the diaper issue, it's never easy being a new parent. But when you're al'so
a high-school student trying to graduate, the job becomes even more overwhelming. Sam Pettigrew never
dreamed he'd spend his senior year pushing a stroller. But when his former girlfriend, Brittany, decided that
she couldn't handle being a parent, Sam knew he had to try. Now attending an alternative high school that
provides daycare, Sam desperately juggles homework and parenting duties. "The list above my desk said,
'Get Max to deep by 9:00." Right under 'Drink out of acup' and 'nap schedule.' | couldn't even remember
what 'nap schedule’ meant. " Sam's biggest problem is his lack of support: Brittany has |eft town to start over,
and Sam's widowed father, angry over Sam's decision, refusesto help Sam other than financially. Claire
Bailey, another teen parent, only servesto show Sam how alone he is--her family loves to babysit and buy
toysfor her baby, Emily. Finaly, after a disastrous night spent in the emergency room when Max cuts his
hand, Sam becomes defeated. How much longer can he keep up this crazy schedule of school and
fatherhood? Y et, how can he bear not to keep it up, when giving it up means giving up Max?

With thiskind of subject matter, it would be easy for seasoned author Margaret Bechard to slip into didactic
"after-school special" mode. Instead she has penned atruly tender, reversed-gender tearjerker with an ending
asredlistic asit is heartbreaking. A four-hankie recommended read. (Ages 12 and older) --Jennifer Hubert

From Publishers Weekly

Sam, a 17-year-old unwed father, is the candid, unusually likable narrator of Bechard's (If It Doesn't Kill

Y ou) involving novel. A senior at an aternative high school that offers day care, Sam struggles to juggle his
responsibilities as a parent and student. He and 11-month-old Max live with Sam's largely uncommunicative
widowed father, who has agreed to support them until Sam graduates high school and takes a construction
job. Sam finds much-needed companionship when Claire, whom he has quietly admired for years, shows up
at his school with ababy of her own. Flashbacks effectively fill in the missing pieces of the story, recalling
the evolution of Sam's relationship with Brittany, Max's mother; Claire's presence in his eight-grade English
class; his mother's last days fighting cancer; a memorable childhood fishing expedition with his parents; his
first glimpse of the newborn Max; and his resolve to keep the baby when Brittany decides to give him up for
adoption. The teen's conflicted perceptions of hisrole as father, friend and son, as well as his future
aspirations, are intermittently droll and wrenching. While the story has been told before, it comes across as
unfailingly real; and even the surprise ending conforms to the lifelike atmosphere. Ages 12-up.

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 8 Up-Sam Pettigrew has transferred from his old high school to an alternative school for avery good
reason. When his girlfriend wants to give their baby up for adoption, the 17-year-old assumes the role of
custodia single parent of his son, Max. The story begins with Sam in his new role as father and moves back
and forth between his current troubles and his earlier ones: the death of his mother, his emotionally distant
father, and his peer relationships. Sam's world is generally a supportive one, full of friends, teachers, and
family. However, he and his father made a deal; if Sam graduates and then goes on to work a construction
job, he'll support Sam and Max for one year. There will be no collegein Sam's future, even with his great
SAT scores. The young man has taken responsibility for himself and his actions. However, heis still an
ordinary teenager trying his hardest to do the right thing, the best thing for the tiny, much-loved son that
transformed hislife and possibly his future. As Bechard deftly shows, the choices made in small ordinary
moments are as important as the big "turning points" in determining the course of alife. In aworld where



much of YA literature is fraught with "noir" plots peopled with dysfunctional characters caught in tragic
situations, Hanging on to Max is a breath of fresh air. Bechard has written a poignant winner of a book
peopled with human beings all struggling to make their lives work. And she has created in Sam an
unforgettable and realistic protagonist full of heart and guts.

Jane Halsall, McHenry Public Library District, IL

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Lavinia Arthur:

Hanging on to Max can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Hanging on to Max however doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be
one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia imagining.

Krystal Wilson:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Hanging on to Max book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Hanging on to Max as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. Thisis one publication that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Albert Matthews:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
guery for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and Hanging on to Max as well as others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especialy. Those publications are hel ping them to
include their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Hanging on to Max to
make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Kevin Blais:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to



right now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also

can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach

Chinese's country. Therefore, this Hanging on to Max can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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