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This book investigates the origins of fundamentalism, outlining its characteristics
and the history of key fundamentalist movements around the world, considering
examples from Chrigtianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. The book argues
that fundamentalism develops when modern lay religious leaders challenge the
authority of secular states and traditional religious establishments. These new
leaders and their followers seek to infuse religious values and practices into all
spheres, especialy law, politics, education, and science. The patterns of religious
authority and leadership that characterize fundamentalism have their rootsin a
Christian context but were globalized through intense intercultural contacts after
the mid-nineteenth century. Fundamentalism is a thoroughly modern and global
phenomenon because it presupposes the globalization of ideas and practices
concerning religious leadership and organization, as well as universal changesin
the relationship of religion to modern societies and states.
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This book investigates the origins of fundamentalism, outlining its characteristics and the history of key
fundamentalist movements around the world, considering examples from Christianity, 1slam, Buddhism, and
Hinduism. The book argues that fundamentalism devel ops when modern lay religious leaders challenge the
authority of secular states and traditional religious establishments. These new leaders and their followers
seek to infuse religious values and practices into al spheres, especially law, politics, education, and science.
The patterns of religious authority and leadership that characterize fundamentalism have their rootsin a
Christian context but were globalized through intense intercultural contacts after the mid-nineteenth century.
Fundamentalism is a thoroughly modern and global phenomenon because it presupposes the globalization of
ideas and practices concerning religious leadership and organization, as well as universa changesin the
relationship of religion to modern societies and states.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A lucid, accessible, and sophisticated account of fundamentalism as a global phenomenon, this book
provides us with both a context and a language to understand some of the most important religious
movements of our time. Having been neglected by scholars and languished in the hands of polemicists for
more than a decade now, Torkel Brekke has rescued fundamentalism as an analytical concept.”

Faisal Devji, University of Oxford

"I highly recommend Torkel Brekke's study of fundamentalism. In particular, his analysis of the global
import of processes associated with social differentiation in relation to changing notions of authority allows
for adetailed display of features common to fundamentalism in a variety of contexts. A fine contribution to
the literature on this very important subject.”

John Kelsay, Florida State University

"[This] isacompelling read that will make an excellent methodological tool for any scholarsinterested in
world religions, comparative religious ethics, social-protest movements, globalization, modernity, and
method and theory in the study of religion.”

Travis Warren Cooper, Religion

About the Author

Torkel Brekkeis a Professor of the History of Religions and South Asian Studies at the University of Odlo.
Before being appointed to his current position, he completed his DPhil at Oxford and served as advisor in the
Norwegian Ministry of Defence. Besides his university position he works for the think tank Civita. He has
written and edited several books, including Makers of Modern Indian Religion and The Ethics of War in
Asian Civilizations, and his articles have appeared in numerous journals.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Walter Johnson:

This Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization book is simply not ordinary book,
you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is usually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. This Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization
without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
aways be worry Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization can bring once you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely
laptop even mobile phone. This Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization having
great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.



Diana Pear son:

This Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization are generaly reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest
in an Age of Globalization can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than
just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your before
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization
giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day action. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Alice Billups:

The reason? Because this Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret it
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you alot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking way. So, still want to delay having that book? If | ended up you | will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Sandra Wright:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. With this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. Y ou
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Fundamentalism: Prophecy and Protest in an Age of Globalization when you essential it?
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