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For this edition of her classic study of the feminine role in film, Molly Haskell
has written a new chapter addressing recent developments in the appearance and
perception of women in the movies.

"An incisive, exceedingly thoughtful look at the distorted lens through which
Hollywood has historically viewed women. It is a valuable contribution not just
of film criticism but to a society in which the vital role of women is just
beginning to emerge."—Christian Science Monitor

"Haskell is interested in women—how they are used in movies, how they use
movies, and how the parts they play function as projections and verifications of
our myths about women's lot and woman's psyche and even, lately, women's
lib."—Jane Kramer, Village Voice

"In examining the goddesses worshipped by an entire nation, Molly Haskell
reveals a good deal about our national character and our most cherished sexual
myths. . . . Concerned with the deeply ingrained belief of women's inferiority,
she analyzes movies as a social product as well as a social arbiter, and she
effectively demonstrates how women are encouraged to impose limitations on
themselves by fashioning those selves after flickering shadows in a darkened
auditorium—sexual creatures who possess neither ability nor ambition beyond
their bodies. . . . Both as an examination of film and as sociology, From
Reverence to Rape is excellent."—Harriet Kriegel, The Nation
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For this edition of her classic study of the feminine role in film, Molly Haskell has written a new chapter
addressing recent developments in the appearance and perception of women in the movies.

"An incisive, exceedingly thoughtful look at the distorted lens through which Hollywood has historically
viewed women. It is a valuable contribution not just of film criticism but to a society in which the vital role
of women is just beginning to emerge."—Christian Science Monitor

"Haskell is interested in women—how they are used in movies, how they use movies, and how the parts they
play function as projections and verifications of our myths about women's lot and woman's psyche and even,
lately, women's lib."—Jane Kramer, Village Voice

"In examining the goddesses worshipped by an entire nation, Molly Haskell reveals a good deal about our
national character and our most cherished sexual myths. . . . Concerned with the deeply ingrained belief of
women's inferiority, she analyzes movies as a social product as well as a social arbiter, and she effectively
demonstrates how women are encouraged to impose limitations on themselves by fashioning those selves
after flickering shadows in a darkened auditorium—sexual creatures who possess neither ability nor ambition
beyond their bodies. . . . Both as an examination of film and as sociology, From Reverence to Rape is
excellent."—Harriet Kriegel, The Nation
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Biting, brilliant, and marvelously witty, From Reverence to Rape is the first and the last word on women in
the movies--perhaps the best book ever written on the subject. Most feminist film critics produce work that
conforms to the academic discipline of cultural studies. Haskell's groundbreaking statement (first published
in 1974 but with an added chapter that updates her theme through the 1980s) is accessible, serious, and great
fun because its primary source is Hollywood cinema itself. Haskell draws on her amazing knowledge and
understanding of American film to comment witheringly upon the ways producers, directors, and critics from
the 1920s and onward have treated women. Still, within the attack her passionate love of films and the
women who appear in them shines through. For example, in a lovely passage on Greta Garbo, Haskell claims
that the actress's appeal, "however provocatively she might array herself, was romantic rather than sexual,
and that is the reason women liked her. Her spirit leaped first and her body, in total exquisite accord, leaped
after. She yearned not for pleasure in bed but for love in eternity."

Appreciations with this much sensitivity and vigor are as hard to find as a critic who can imaginatively
process a lifetime of movie-watching experiences. Moreover, Haskell discusses the larger social significance
of the male cinema and male criticism she often finds so infantile. At one point, despairing over critics who
either ignore actresses or transform them into love objects, Haskell bemoans the critics' immaturity as "one
of the more common and less endearing manifestations of the eternal adolescence that hangs on the
American male--who, by the time he is mature enough to appreciate a woman, is almost ready to retire from
the arena. There are a few good years in which he can both appreciate and operate, but not enough
(particularly with the current defections from heterosexuality) to satisfy the female population, which may be
why more and more women are turning to each other, or to themselves." This fine book, as loving and funny
as it is angry, is a must for movie fans as well as anyone interested in gender issues. --Raphael Shargel

Review
My favorite movie when I was growing up was the Wizard of Oz. It was full of high adventure, from talking
apple trees and flying monkeys, to a shimmering Emerald City to which Dorothy was offered the queenship.
She decided, however, that there was no place like home and she really needed to be there by suppertime.
Excuse me? Well, actually Hollywood decided that for Dorothy. According to Molly Haskell's From
Reverence to Rape this is typical for women in Hollywood films, from the 1920s when women could do no
wrong provided they had a man watching over them, to the 1980s where women in the movies began to pay
the price for discovering there were other places besides home. Molly illustrates how Hollywood typecast
women both within and outside movies, infusing these images into society. While the madonna and the
whore might appear to be the only two roles Hollywood allowed women, this book explains the subtle ways
in which women used film to go beyond those roles. -- From The WomanSource Catalog & Review: Tools
for Connecting the Community for Women; review by Amy Fletcher

From the Back Cover
'From Reverence to Rape is an incisive, exceedingly thoughtful look at the distorted lens through which
Hollywood has historically viewed women. It is a valuable contribution not just to film criticism but to a
society in which the vital role of women is just beginning to emerge.' - Christian Science Monitor



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Frigo:

The book From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of Women in the Movies can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important
thing like a book From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of Women in the Movies? Wide variety you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give
for each other; you may share all of these. Book From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of Women in the
Movies has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem
the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Johnny Harper:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this From Reverence to Rape: The
Treatment of Women in the Movies book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Elizabeth Nicholson:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of Women in the Movies your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The From Reverence to Rape: The Treatment of
Women in the Movies giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving
you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body
and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

William Levitt:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This From Reverence to Rape: The
Treatment of Women in the Movies can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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