
Eyewitness Testimony: With a New Preface

By Elizabeth F. Loftus

Eyewitness Testimony: With a New Preface By Elizabeth F. Loftus

Every year hundreds of defendants are convicted on little more than the say-so of
a fellow citizen. Although psychologists have suspected for decades that an
eyewitness can be highly unreliable, new evidence leaves no doubt that juries
vastly overestimate the credibility of eyewitness accounts. It is a problem that the
courts have yet to solve or face squarely.

In Eyewitness Testimony, Elizabeth Loftus makes the psychological case against
the eyewitness. Beginning with the basics of eyewitness fallibility, such as poor
viewing conditions, brief exposure, and stress, Loftus moves to more subtle
factors, such as expectations, biases, and personal stereotypes, all of which can
intervene to create erroneous reports. Loftus also shows that eyewitness memory
is chronically inaccurate in surprising ways. An ingenious series of experiments
reveals that memory can be radically altered by the way an eyewitness is
questioned after the fact. New memories can be implanted and old ones
unconsciously altered under interrogation.

These results have important implications for court reform, police interrogation
methods, defense strategy, and many other aspects of criminal and civil
procedure. Eyewitness Testimony is a powerful book that should be required
reading for trial lawyers, social psychologists, and anyone who considers the
chilling prospect of confronting an eyewitness accusation in a court of law.
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Every year hundreds of defendants are convicted on little more than the say-so of a fellow citizen. Although
psychologists have suspected for decades that an eyewitness can be highly unreliable, new evidence leaves
no doubt that juries vastly overestimate the credibility of eyewitness accounts. It is a problem that the courts
have yet to solve or face squarely.

In Eyewitness Testimony, Elizabeth Loftus makes the psychological case against the eyewitness. Beginning
with the basics of eyewitness fallibility, such as poor viewing conditions, brief exposure, and stress, Loftus
moves to more subtle factors, such as expectations, biases, and personal stereotypes, all of which can
intervene to create erroneous reports. Loftus also shows that eyewitness memory is chronically inaccurate in
surprising ways. An ingenious series of experiments reveals that memory can be radically altered by the way
an eyewitness is questioned after the fact. New memories can be implanted and old ones unconsciously
altered under interrogation.

These results have important implications for court reform, police interrogation methods, defense strategy,
and many other aspects of criminal and civil procedure. Eyewitness Testimony is a powerful book that should
be required reading for trial lawyers, social psychologists, and anyone who considers the chilling prospect of
confronting an eyewitness accusation in a court of law.
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Editorial Review

Review
An important book about a critical question. (New York Times Book Review)

Loftus is a quiet, sincere, and reliable guide to this important research and its applications. (Times Higher
Education Supplement)

From the Back Cover
As pertinent today as when it was first published more than a decade ago, this engaging and highly praised
study makes the psychological case against the reliability of the eyewitness. By shedding light on the many
factors that can intervene and create inaccurate testimony, Elizabeth Loftus illustrates how memory can be
radically altered by the way an eyewitness is questioned, and how new memories can be implanted and old
ones altered in subtle ways. She thus calls into question today's widely held assumption of eyewitness
authority over the details of a crime or other events. Eyewitness Testimony provides a sobering counterpoint
to today's theatrical reliance on eyewitness accounts in the media, and should be required reading for trial
lawyers, psychologists, jurors, and anyone who considers the chilling prospect of confronting an eyewitness
accusation in a court of law.

About the Author
Elizabeth F. Loftus is a Distinguished Professor in the Department of Psychology and Social Behavior at the
University of California, Irvine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karl Harms:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Eyewitness Testimony: With a
New Preface is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Christine Clute:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Eyewitness Testimony: With a New Preface
book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Charles Green:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Eyewitness Testimony: With a New Preface provide you with new experience in looking at a
book.

Mark Adair:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book Eyewitness Testimony: With a New Preface to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and
examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the
e-book Eyewitness Testimony: With a New Preface can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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