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In the last twenty years the concept of the quotidien, or the everyday, has been
prominent in contemporary French culture and in British and American cultural
studies. This book provides the first comprehensive analytical survey of the
whole field of approaches to the everyday. It offers, firstly, a historical
perspective, demonstrating the importance of mainstream and dissident
Surrealism; the indispensable contribution, over a 20-year period (1960-80), of
four major figures: Henri Lefebvre, Roland Barthes, Michel de Certeau, and
Georges Perec; and the recent proliferation of works that investigate everyday
experience. Secondly, it establishes the framework of philosophical ideas on
which discourses on the everyday depend, but which they characteristically
subvert. Thirdly, it comprises searching analyses of works in a variety of genres,
including fiction, the essay, poetry, theatre, film, photography, and the visual
arts, consistently stressing how explorations of the everyday tend to question and
combine genres in richly creative ways. By demonstrating the enduring
contribution of Perec and others, and exploring the Surrealist inheritance, the
book proposes a genealogy for the remarkable upsurge of interest in the everyday
since the 1980s. A second main objective is to raise questions about the
dimension of experience addressed by artists and thinkers when they invoke the
quotidien or related concepts. Does the 'everyday' refer to an objective content
defined by particular activities, or is it best thought of in terms of rhythm,
repetition, festivity, ordinariness, the generic, the obvious, the given? Are there
events or acts that are uniquely 'everyday', or is the quotidien a way of thinking
about events and acts in the 'here and now' as opposed to the longer term? What
techniques or genres are best suited to conveying the nature of everyday life? The
book explores these questions in a comparative spirit, drawing
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In the last twenty years the concept of the quotidien, or the everyday, has been prominent in contemporary
French culture and in British and American cultural studies. This book provides the first comprehensive
analytical survey of the whole field of approaches to the everyday. It offers, firstly, a historical perspective,
demonstrating the importance of mainstream and dissident Surrealism; the indispensable contribution, over a
20-year period (1960-80), of four major figures: Henri Lefebvre, Roland Barthes, Michel de Certeau, and
Georges Perec; and the recent proliferation of works that investigate everyday experience. Secondly, it
establishes the framework of philosophical ideas on which discourses on the everyday depend, but which
they characteristically subvert. Thirdly, it comprises searching analyses of works in a variety of genres,
including fiction, the essay, poetry, theatre, film, photography, and the visual arts, consistently stressing how
explorations of the everyday tend to question and combine genres in richly creative ways. By demonstrating
the enduring contribution of Perec and others, and exploring the Surrealist inheritance, the book proposes a
genealogy for the remarkable upsurge of interest in the everyday since the 1980s. A second main objective is
to raise questions about the dimension of experience addressed by artists and thinkers when they invoke the
quotidien or related concepts. Does the 'everyday' refer to an objective content defined by particular
activities, or is it best thought of in terms of rhythm, repetition, festivity, ordinariness, the generic, the
obvious, the given? Are there events or acts that are uniquely 'everyday', or is the quotidien a way of thinking
about events and acts in the 'here and now' as opposed to the longer term? What techniques or genres are best
suited to conveying the nature of everyday life? The book explores these questions in a comparative spirit,
drawing
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Editorial Review

Review

"In its impressive scope, its depth, and its lucidity...Everyday Life is an eminently useful guide to a vital and
increasingly prominent area of study."-Contemporary Literature

About the Author
Michael Sherinham is Marshal Foch Professor of French Literature at the University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Toni Bays:

The event that you get from Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present could be
the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get interested in reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism
to the Present giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
particular Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present instantly.

Michelle Pacheco:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to be examine.
Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present can be your answer as it can be read by
an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Leslie James:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present. This
book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By



looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kristen Wright:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful images
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Everyday Life: Theories and Practices from Surrealism to the Present can make you feel more
interested to read.
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