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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Product Description
This bold, globe-spanning survey is the first book to thoroughly explore the radical, long-standing
interdependence between art and homosexuality. It draws examples from the full range of the Western
tradition, including classical, Renaissance, and contemporary art, with special focus on the modern era. It
was in the modern period, when arguments about homosexuality and the avant-garde were especially public,
that our current conception of the artist and the homosexual began to take shape, and almost as quickly to
overlap. Not a chronology of gay or lesbian artists, the book is a fascinating and sophisticated account of the
ways two conspicuous identities have fundamentally informed one another. Art and Homosexuality discusses
many of modernism's canonical figures--painters like Courbet, Picasso, and Pollock; writers like Whitman
and Stein--and issues, such as the rise of abstraction, the avant-garde's relationship to its patrons and the
political exploitation of art. It shows that many of the core ideas that define modernism are nearly
indecipherable without an understanding of the paired identities of artist and homosexual. Illustrated with
over 175 b/w and color images that range from high to popular culture and from Ancient Greece to
contemporary America, Art and Homosexuality punctures the platitudes surrounding discussions of both
aesthetics and sexual identity and takes our understanding of each in stimulating new directions.

Amazon Exclusive: Author Q&A with Christopher Reed

Arrow Shirt Collar advertisement, J.C. Leyendecker, 1910.
Photo courtesy of Archives of the American Illustrators Gallery, New York.

Q: Sexuality in art is a very personal thing, expressed and interpreted in many different ways. What does
sexuality in art mean to you? A: That depends on what you mean by "personal." It's true, of course, we all
experience our own erotic and aesthetic emotions personally, but they are experienced in relation to other
people or things. And the categories of "sexuality" and "art" are social and collective. Different cultures
create and develop them in different ways. The book is about those patterns. One of the primary ways our
culture has defined art and sexuality is as expressions of individualism – that is as "personal." Our culture
puts huge – probably historically unprecedented – value on the idea of individualism. Because we have made
art and sexuality primary markers of individualism, they are enormously important to our culture. Just look
at the expenditures of time and money we devote to them – and at the intense pleasures and frustrations they
bring us.But if we look at how tastes change--tastes in sex and in art--we see that they do so across cultures.
It's paradoxical but true: Our sense of what individualism is is shared and collective. What this book does is
trace the way modern culture conjoined the kinds of individualism represented by the "artist" and the
"homosexual" so that these were seen as closely interrelated types: outsiders, sensitive to aesthetics, who



gravitated to cities and shocked conventional sensibilities by acting on their unconventional impulses. Q:
Will any of the artists in the book surprise people? A: Well I suppose that depends on how easily surprised
people are! There are a lot of heavy hitters in the book, from Michelangelo to Andy Warhol. Maybe people
will be surprised by the not-homosexual artists who play a role in the history the book lays out, people like
Marcel Duchamp and George Segal. It's really no exaggeration to say that virtually every modern artist had
to deal with ideas about homosexuality in some way because of the stereotypes that became so powerful
about artists being gay. So almost any artists could be included. What I think might surprised people more is
the range of "art" included in the book, which stretches from Native American weavings to European
glassware to modern magazine advertising. Q: How much is censorship a part of the history and present of
homosexuality in art? Does any particular period stand out as being more or less conservative? A:
Censorship is a tricky term. There are the very obvious cases of censorship, like when the Speaker of the
House phones up the Smithsonian and demands the removal of David Wojnarowicz's video, A Fire in My
Belly, from the Hide/Seek show recently. Those episodes are probably the least dangerous kinds of
censorship. For one thing, they result in the supposedly censored image being much more widely circulated
(through the news media, on the web, etc.) than it ever would have been without the censorship. What is far
more pernicious than such overt censorship are the subtler forms of self-censorship practiced by museums,
commercial art galleries, and individual artists. To return to the example of the recent controversy over
Wojnarowicz's A Fire in My Belly video, some of the museums that rushed to purchase and display the
video once it was in the news for being censored had themselves refused to take the Hide/Seek exhibition,
which was the first major museum exhibition in the US to focus on sexual identity as such. No major
museum would touch this topic for a show. It was simply too controversial. And the same thinking excluded
art that dealt with non-normative sexuality from lots of smaller shows at museums and galleries everywhere.
And the same thinking makes commercial galleries turn away from art that deals with the politics of sexual
identity. And that makes artists self-censor, both in their art and in the kinds of things they think and say
about their art. I have examples of these dynamics in the book. When you have an art world that constantly
claims to be promoting and celebrating artistic individualism, but it has ruled expressions of any kind of
politics of identity out of bounds, that's dangerous. Beyond its implications for artistic innovation, it limits
everyone's ability to think about the possible range of their individual desires, passions, and pleasures. And I
would say that right now is one of the most conservative eras for that kind of censorship. It's hard to
recognize, because we can't see things that are not being made, or not shown. And it's hard to think about
ideas that are not being discussed. But these dynamics are very clear if we look back to the 1990s, when the
art world--because of AIDS--was engaging these issues, and that engagement was rapidly shut down, not just
by political conservatives but by academics and critics associated with the avant-garde. The chapter in my
book on that gives some really egregious examples quoting people like Hal Foster who continue to be very
influential in the contemporary art world today.

Review

"It's not the first book on the subject, but 'Art and Homosexuality: A History of Ideas' is certainly among the
best."--Los Angeles Times Culture Monster blog

"Reed's book carries forward a long-overdue reckoning that began in a very public and controversial way
with the exhibition 'Hide/Seek' at the Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery late last year."--Philip
Kennicott, The Washington Post

"Art and Homosexuality succeeds brilliantly at addressing the profound question: Why have art and sexual



variation been linked for so long, across so many cultures, and in such disparate ways? Reed's perceptive
interpretations of artists and works build one upon the next, offering a forceful argument while also weaving
a fascinating new social history."--James Saslow, author of Pictures and Passions: A History of
Homosexuality in the Visual Arts

"Christopher Reed's groundbreaking and long overdue discussion of the historically intertwined relationship
of artistic and homosexual identities is smart, intensively researched, beautifully written and illustrated. His
thoughtful interpretation of events and superb visual analysis of individual artworks, make Art and
Homosexuality central to any discussion of contemporary art. An excellent teaching resource, it belongs on
every reading list and in every library."--Harmony Hammond, author of Lesbian Art in America: A
Contemporary History

"This is an extremely thorough and timely addition to the literature on homosexuality and art. Wide-ranging
and handsomely illustrated, it is also appropriately controversial"--Simon Watney, author of Imagine Hope:
AIDS and Gay Identity

"Art and Homosexuality offers a brilliant and accessible account of the complex links between art and
sexuality. With case studies drawn from societies around the world, attention to lesbian, as well as gay,
artists and audiences, and its demolishment of longstanding orthodoxies, Art and Homosexuality is destined
to become the go-to book on this controversial topic."--Martin A. Berger, author of Sight Unseen: Whiteness
and American Visual Culture

"Christopher Reed deftly synthesizes recent scholarship and historical sources to demonstrate how art and
sexual dissidence productively intertwine. His vivid examples and elegant prose make this study accessible
without sacrificing complexity. Art and Homosexuality requires (and equips) us to rethink what we think we
know about art history."--Tirza True Latimer, author of Women Together/Women Apart: Portraits of Lesbian
Paris

"Reed's arguments strike me as admirably lucid and ambitious and they are well-illustrated by a variety of
plates, many in color." --Jon Lackman, The Art History Newsletter

"In this gorgeously illustrated work, Reed examines the long standing link between sexual identity and art.
From the ancient world and the Renaissance to a thorough examination of modernism's active exploration of
sexuality, Reed will open up your eyes to homosexuality's prevalence in the history of art." --Joseph Pedro,
Passport Magazine

"It is difficult to criticize this book because it truly is well written and interesting. Art & Homosexuality will



be a very interesting read for anyone interested in the history of homosexuality and art and for individuals
interested in learning more about prevalent societal attitudes concerning gender role expectations,
homosexuality, heterosexuality (and sexuality in general) at different point of time throughout history."--Elin
Weiss, Metapsychology Online Reviews

"Reed makes an important contribution to an understudied and complex topic--the persistent linking of art
and homosexuality over time and across cultures.... Accessible writing and judiciously chosen illustrations
combine with scholarly methods to produce a volume capable of serving multiple audiences, and useful as
both a reference source and a textbook. Highly recommended."--CHOICE

About the Author

Christopher Reed is Associate Professor of English and Visual Culture at Pennsylvania State University.
His previous books include Not at Home: The Suppression of Domesticity in Modern Art and Architecture
and Bloomsbury Rooms: Modernism, Subculture, and Domesticity, winner of a 2005 Historians of British Art
prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cicely Silber:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read will be Art and Homosexuality: A History of Ideas.

Gregorio Leslie:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Art and Homosexuality: A
History of Ideas, you may enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind
of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Naomi Taylor:

Beside this kind of Art and Homosexuality: A History of Ideas in your phone, it may give you a way to get



nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Art and Homosexuality: A History of Ideas because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from
right now!

Stephen Harvey:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of Art and Homosexuality: A History of Ideas can give
you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have thing that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Art and Homosexuality: A History of Ideas.
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