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From the late 1970s onward, serious art photography began to be made at large
scale and for the wall. Michael Fried argues that this immediately compelled
photographers to grapple with issues centering on the relationship between the
photograph and the viewer standing before it that until then had been the
province only of painting. Fried further demonstrates that certain philosophically
deep problems—associated with notions of  theatricality, literalness, and
objecthood, and touching on the role of original intention in artistic production,
first discussed in his controversial essay “Art and Objecthood” (1967)—have
come to the fore once again in recent photography. This means that the photo-
graphic “ghetto” no longer exists; instead photography is at the cutting edge of
contemporary art as never before.
 
Among the photographers and video-makers whose work receives serious
attention in this powerfully argued book are Jeff Wall, Hiroshi Sugimoto, Cindy
Sherman, Thomas Struth, Thomas Ruff, Andreas Gursky, Luc Delahaye, Rineke
Dijkstra, Patrick Faigenbaum, Roland Fischer, Thomas Demand, Candida Höfer,
Beat Streuli, Philip-Lorca diCorcia, Douglas Gordon and Philippe Parreno, James
Welling, and Bernd and Hilla Becher. Future discussions of the new art
photography will have no choice but to take a stand for or against Fried’s
conclusions.   
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From the late 1970s onward, serious art photography began to be made at large scale and for the wall.
Michael Fried argues that this immediately compelled photographers to grapple with issues centering on the
relationship between the photograph and the viewer standing before it that until then had been the province
only of painting. Fried further demonstrates that certain philosophically deep problems—associated with
notions of  theatricality, literalness, and objecthood, and touching on the role of original intention in artistic
production, first discussed in his controversial essay “Art and Objecthood” (1967)—have come to the fore
once again in recent photography. This means that the photographic “ghetto” no longer exists; instead
photography is at the cutting edge of contemporary art as never before.
 
Among the photographers and video-makers whose work receives serious attention in this powerfully argued
book are Jeff Wall, Hiroshi Sugimoto, Cindy Sherman, Thomas Struth, Thomas Ruff, Andreas Gursky, Luc
Delahaye, Rineke Dijkstra, Patrick Faigenbaum, Roland Fischer, Thomas Demand, Candida Höfer, Beat
Streuli, Philip-Lorca diCorcia, Douglas Gordon and Philippe Parreno, James Welling, and Bernd and Hilla
Becher. Future discussions of the new art photography will have no choice but to take a stand for or against
Fried’s conclusions.   
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Editorial Review

Review

"Fried . . . selects particular pictures to address and teases out the ways in which their meanings are created
and transmitted. In these cases his writing is engaging, intriguing, and often delightfully
paradoxical."—Andy Grundberg, American Scholar
(Andy Grundberg American Scholar 2008-12-01)

"Fried's book—more than any other I have read—challenges its readers to interpret more cogently the
resurgence of the tableau in photographic form. The gauntlet has been tossed."—Robin Kelsey, Artforum
(Robin Kelsey Artforum 2009-01-01)

“A powerfully argued book, this is the new benchmark against which future discussions of photography must
stand.”—Ottawa XPress
(Ottawa XPress)

Chosen as an Outstanding Academic Title for 2009 by Choice Magazine
(Choice 2010-01-01)

About the Author

Michael Fried is J.R. Herbert Boone Professor of Humanities and the History of Art at The Johns Hopkins
University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tyrell Gutierrez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called Why
Photography Matters as Art as Never Before? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kermit Diaz:

This Why Photography Matters as Art as Never Before are reliable for you who want to become a successful
person, why. The reason of this Why Photography Matters as Art as Never Before can be among the great
books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Why
Photography Matters as Art as Never Before giving you an enormous of experience including rich



vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
revel in reading.

Patricia Beall:

Typically the book Why Photography Matters as Art as Never Before will bring one to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book you
just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Why Photography Matters as Art as Never Before is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
more readily to read the book.

Kelly Mays:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And
you also know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something
by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Why Photography
Matters as Art as Never Before.
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