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In the tradition of Eats, Shoots & Leaves, art history with a sense of humor

Every year, millions of museum and gallery visitors ponder the modern art on
display and secretly ask themselves, "Is this art?" A former director at London's
Tate Gallery and now the BBC arts editor, Will Gompertz made it his mission to
bring modern art's exciting history alive for everyone, explaining why an unmade
bed or a pickled shark can be art—and why a five-year-old couldn't really do it.
Rich with extraordinary tales and anecdotes, What Are You Looking At?
entertains as it arms readers with the knowledge to truly understand and enjoy
what it is they’re looking at.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Gompertz succeeds in his stated mission to take a “personal, informative, anecdotal, and
accessible” approach to defining the full spectrum of modern art movements, beginning with impressionism,
by portraying the instigating artists and explaining what they were up to and why. A former director of the
Tate in London, and currently the arts editor at the BBC, Gompertz is adept at elucidating complex aesthetic
ideas and artistic techniques and linking revolutionary art movements to social upheaval (war, communism,
the Holocaust) and scientific and technological developments (quantum physics, television, the atom bomb).
He revels in the creative, multidisciplinary synergy surrounding such key figures as Monet, Picasso, de
Kooning, and Warhol. And he daringly takes a novelist’s approach to such foundational acts as Duchamp’s
purchase of a urinal in New York City in 1917 to create a “readymade” sculpture that embodied the pivotal
realization that if an artist says something is a work of art, it is. Gompertz adeptly divides each broad
movement into its intriguing subgroups and includes many more artists, critics, and dealers than the usual
suspects. His dissections of performance and conceptual art are uniquely clarifying, and he even coins a
keenly apt term for such current provocateurs as Damien Hirst and Jeff Koons: the “entrepreneurialists.” A
deeply enlightening and buoyant history of modern art and beyond. --Donna Seaman

Review
“Gompertz has an uncanny knack for making difficult art (and ideas) easy…A lively, witty account of the
major moments and movements of the past 150 years.”—Associated Press

“An insightful love letter to modern art and an irreverent rejection of the notion that its pleasures are
reserved for a chosen few… Each [chapter] hums with engaging history and entertaining anecdotes, cheeky
asides and accessible, illuminating criticism.”–NPR

“Gompertz is determined to dispel the layman's fear of the modern art world and those who inhabit it. What
Are You Looking At?, which comes out this week, does a very good job of this—replacing isolating
esotericism with witty and chatty commentary.”—Interview  

“A deeply enlightening and buoyant history of modern art and beyond.”—Booklist (starred review)

“[A] highly lucid, lively, and buoyantly composed history…while his tone is breezy and conversational,
[Gompertz] astutely and often wittily describes the core of every movement and its key artists.”—Publishers
Weekly

About the Author
Will Gompertz writes, presents, and produces programs about the arts for the BBC. He lives in Oxford,
England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Curtis Wilson:

With other case, little men and women like to read book What Are You Looking At?: The Surprising,
Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story of 150 Years of Modern Art. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new book What Are You Looking At?:
The Surprising, Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story of 150 Years of Modern Art. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you
can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or searching
by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Earnest Jennings:

The book What Are You Looking At?: The Surprising, Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story of 150
Years of Modern Art give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your
capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book What Are You Looking At?: The Surprising,
Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story of 150 Years of Modern Art being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a book What Are You Looking At?: The Surprising,
Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story of 150 Years of Modern Art. Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Suk Barry:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer could be What Are You Looking At?: The Surprising, Shocking, and Sometimes
Strange Story of 150 Years of Modern Art why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Betty Peoples:

This What Are You Looking At?: The Surprising, Shocking, and Sometimes Strange Story of 150 Years of
Modern Art is new way for you who has interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger
associated with. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this What Are You Looking At?: The Surprising, Shocking, and
Sometimes Strange Story of 150 Years of Modern Art can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a reserve especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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