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The Particle Explosion is a spectacular illustrated tour of the subatomic world,
the first book to describe to the general reader how the study of basic particles
over the last hundred years has led us closer to an understanding of the origins of
the Universe. This journey to the heart of matter opens with an introduction to
the basic particles (a subatomic "zoo" that includes quarks, electrons, leptons,
'strange' particles and 'charmed' particles) and of the methods used to create and
investigate them. The even-numbered chapters tell the story of their discovery,
from the first experiments with X-rays and the elucidation of the nature of the
atom, to the great machines that today smash particles together at enormous
energy levels. The odd-numbered chapters describe the major particles in more
detail. With over 300 fascinating illustrations, the book brings together many
historical photographs of leading scientists in the field, the increasingly vast and
complex equipment they use (bubble chambers, accelerators and modern
electronic detectors), and the striking images of tracks produced by the particles
themselves.
Detailing in readable, jargon-free language the new vistas particle physics has
opened--from the approach to a Grand Unified Theory of matter to the detection
of art forgeries--this book is must reading for anyone who hopes to understand
more about the brave new world of modern science.
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The Particle Explosion is a spectacular illustrated tour of the subatomic world, the first book to describe to
the general reader how the study of basic particles over the last hundred years has led us closer to an
understanding of the origins of the Universe. This journey to the heart of matter opens with an introduction
to the basic particles (a subatomic "zoo" that includes quarks, electrons, leptons, 'strange' particles and
'charmed' particles) and of the methods used to create and investigate them. The even-numbered chapters tell
the story of their discovery, from the first experiments with X-rays and the elucidation of the nature of the
atom, to the great machines that today smash particles together at enormous energy levels. The odd-
numbered chapters describe the major particles in more detail. With over 300 fascinating illustrations, the
book brings together many historical photographs of leading scientists in the field, the increasingly vast and
complex equipment they use (bubble chambers, accelerators and modern electronic detectors), and the
striking images of tracks produced by the particles themselves.
Detailing in readable, jargon-free language the new vistas particle physics has opened--from the approach to
a Grand Unified Theory of matter to the detection of art forgeries--this book is must reading for anyone who
hopes to understand more about the brave new world of modern science.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The largest atom is too small to be seen with even the finest microscope. Nevertheless, particle physicists
study the constituents of atoms, objects that are far, far smaller. This book describes these strange objects,
the people who have studied them, and the mechanisms that are used to find them. The fine text material is
accompanied by an outstanding array of color photographs, including pictures of tracks left by subatomic
particles in bubble chamber and electronic chamber detectors. There are clear descriptions of how these
photographs can be interpreted that will convince even the most skeptical. A visually arresting work, the best
book on modern particle physics for the layperson this reviewer has seen. Harold D. Shane, Mathematics
Dept., Baruch Coll., CUNY
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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About the Authors:
Frank Close is Senior Principal Scientist at the Rutherford Appleton Laboratory and is the author of
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Particle Explosion guide written
by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still uncertainty The Particle Explosion as good book but not only by the cover but also
through the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing
another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Christopher Forney:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Particle Explosion can be the answer, oh
how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?



Barbara Kelley:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book The Particle Explosion was colourful and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book The Particle Explosion has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Ira Atwood:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Particle Explosion can make you feel more interested to read.
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