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Seldom has the netherworld of the mafia been revealed with such fascinating
detail and sheer suspense. Like the classics of the genre-from The Godfather to
The French Connection to Wise Guy-Takedown leads us to the inner ring of a
conspiracy of corruption and terror that held the city in its grip for nearly fifty
years.

Rick Cowan was a young NYPD detective in 1992 when he dropped by a
Brooklyn waterfront warehouse to investigate a recent fire bombing-only one in a
string of interviews he considered routine. But what he found there was far from
routine, for it would take him on a five-year odyssey and nearly cost him his life.
In fact, he had stumbled upon the lead of a lifetime-the suspicion that he might
unearth the hard evidence police and federal agencies alike had been chasing for
decades: the proof of collusion among the mob families to extort billions from
the nation's most influential corporations that call New York their home.

Featuring eccentric, larger-than-life New York characters and an undercover cop
on the brink of being discovered-and murdered-at every step, Takedown is a
riveting real-life procedural and one of the most important investigative books of
the season.
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Seldom has the netherworld of the mafia been revealed with such fascinating detail and sheer suspense. Like
the classics of the genre-from The Godfather to The French Connection to Wise Guy-Takedown leads us to
the inner ring of a conspiracy of corruption and terror that held the city in its grip for nearly fifty years.

Rick Cowan was a young NYPD detective in 1992 when he dropped by a Brooklyn waterfront warehouse to
investigate a recent fire bombing-only one in a string of interviews he considered routine. But what he found
there was far from routine, for it would take him on a five-year odyssey and nearly cost him his life. In fact,
he had stumbled upon the lead of a lifetime-the suspicion that he might unearth the hard evidence police and
federal agencies alike had been chasing for decades: the proof of collusion among the mob families to extort
billions from the nation's most influential corporations that call New York their home.

Featuring eccentric, larger-than-life New York characters and an undercover cop on the brink of being
discovered-and murdered-at every step, Takedown is a riveting real-life procedural and one of the most
important investigative books of the season.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In 1992, New York City detective Cowan was investigating a truck bombing at a Brooklyn garbage transfer
station when the "mobbed-up" thugs responsible for the crime showed up to further intimidate Sal Benedetto,
the facility's owner. Thinking fast, Benedetto introduced Cowan as his "Cousin Danny," thereby averting
disaster-and allowing Cowen entry into a landmark investigation in which he went undercover as Danny
Benedetto to expose the Mafia's billion-dollar monopoly of the city waste removal business. By the time the
grand jury indictments were handed down, Cowan had spent years on the case, helped put away dozens of
mobsters and incurred lasting emotional trauma from the strain of leading a double life. Recalling it here in
vivid, riveting detail, Cowan (aided by journalist Century) reconstructs a time when he was deeper
undercover in the garbage "cartel" than any city cop had ever been, with the close calls to prove it. Whether
he's boosting a wiseguy's car to plant a bug, navigating confrontations with goons wielding two-by-fours and
baseball bats or suffering through a Mafia Christmas party with a malfunctioning radio transmitter burning
into his leg, Cowan's exploits play on the page like scenes from a well-mounted mob movie. The Hollywood
producer with the rights to his story won't have to spend a penny juicing it up: this is a well-told, gripping
tale of a heroic investigation.
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Utterly serious in scope, it's a nuts-and-bolts tale of how to break down organized crime. -- Detroit Free
Press, November 17, 2002

About the Author
Rick Cowan is a twenty-year veteran of the New York Police Department, where he remains on active duty
as Detective First-Grade. His undercover role in Operation Wasteland earned him a personal promotion from
then Police Commissioner William Bratton.

Douglas Century is a contributing writer for The New York Times whose work has appeared in numerous
other national publications.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Takedown: The Fall of the Last Mafia Empire. Try to make book
Takedown: The Fall of the Last Mafia Empire as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend
when you feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.



Francisco Gentry:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Takedown: The Fall of the Last Mafia Empire? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Gina Dana:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
Takedown: The Fall of the Last Mafia Empire can be your answer because it can be read by you actually
who have those short free time problems.

Chad Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra
Takedown: The Fall of the Last Mafia Empire.
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