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From the late 1940s to the mid-1970s, Richard Nixon was a polarizing figure in
American politics, admired for his intelligence, savvy, and strategic skill, and
reviled for his shady manner and cutthroat tactics. Conrad Black, whose epic
biography of FDR was widely acclaimed as a masterpiece, now separates the
good in Nixon—his foreign initiatives, some of his domestic policies, and his
firm political hand—from the sinister, in a book likely to generate enormous
attention and controversy.

Black believes the hounding of Nixon from office was partly political retribution
from a lifetime's worth of enemies and Nixon's misplaced loyalty to unworthy
subordinates, and not clearly the consequence of crimes in which he participated.
Conrad Black's own recent legal travails, though hardly comparable, have
undoubtedly given him an unusual insight into the pressures faced by Nixon in
his last two years as president and the first few years of his retirement.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Recently convicted of mail fraud and obstruction of justice, former Hollinger International
chairman and newspaper magnate Black (Franklin Delano Roosevelt: Champion of Freedom) is better
positioned than most men to chronicle the power and disgrace experienced by Richard Nixon. Black is a
versatile and thorough biographer who brings not only sympathy but eloquent clarity to his task. The result is
a vibrant narrative of personal and political accomplishment that, though great and heroically achieved, was
often marred by self-inflicted wounds springing from personal paranoia. Black is at his best portraying the
many contradictions in Nixon's personal makeup and political history. The Nixon who most fascinates Black
is the firebrand cold warrior who (in partnership with Henry Kissinger) went on to invent the notion of
detente and eventually opened relations with China. As Black shows, Nixon's duality followed him into his
postpresidential years. The tireless son of Quakers methodically sought after Watergate to rebuild his
reputation as a statesman by issuing carefully crafted publications and granting strategically timed
interviews. Black's superb volume, incorporating much new research, is an important and worthy addition to
the literature. 16 pages of b&w photos. (Nov.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From The New Yorker
In the thousand and fifty pages of this biography by a fallen media baron of a fallen President, few events are
neglected and many are well told. But Black, attempting a reconsideration of his subject, merely provides an
exculpatory gloss for seemingly every grimy facet of Nixon’s career. He presents the 1968 "Southern
strategy" as a principled stand against Northern hypocrisy. On Vietnam, his invocations of "insolent"
Communists, their "witless dupes," and "child grenade carriers" (as he refers to those murdered at My Lai)
take on a deranged air; he unwittingly provides an object lesson in the kind of thinking that mired America
there. Interestingly, given what Black refers to in the acknowledgments as his own "serious judicial
problems," he argues that Nixon’s best move in Watergate would have been to surreptitiously delete
damaging parts of the tapes and then make up a cover story—"whatever he wanted." Hoping to be Nixon’s
redeemer, Black comes off as his apologist.
Copyright © 2007 Click here to subscribe to The New Yorker

Review
"Many writers who know their subjects so well might be tempted to take shortcuts in the archives. Not
Black. He's researched everything and read everything, and delights in pulling up amazing let-Nixon-be-
Nixon and let-Henry-be-Henry nuggets.... The overwhelming impression one takes away of the narrator...is
that of a man without guile. Black's two favorite adjectives are "distinguished" and "considerable." He is a
straightforward admirer of the institutions of American government and the great men of his youth: not only
Roosevelt and Nixon, but also Eisenhower and, preeminently, de Gaulle. In all the mass of this book, you
will find not a whiff of that touch of evil on which Nixon prided himself....This is an impressive and
profound book by a decent man, written under travail and adversity. One is left wishing that there will be
many more like it from Conrad Black, and that a writer who, in his tycoon days, did so much to assist and
support the work of others will at last be granted the tranquility to complete his own." -- National Review,
February 11, 2008

"To read Black's book is to be treated like the guest at a lavish dinner party presided over by an opinionated,
brilliant, mordantly amusing, powerful, and loquacious host...a `rocking, socking' (to borrow a term Nixon
used to describe his more vigorous campaigns) yarn." -- New Criterion, March, 2008
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In the thousand and fifty pages of this biography by a fallen media baron of a fallen President, few events are
neglected and many are well told. But Black, attempting a reconsideration of his subject, merely provides an
exculpatory gloss for seemingly every grimy facet of Nixon’s career. He presents the 1968 "Southern
strategy" as a principled stand against Northern hypocrisy. On Vietnam, his invocations of "insolent"
Communists, their "witless dupes," and "child grenade carriers" (as he refers to those murdered at My Lai)
take on a deranged air; he unwittingly provides an object lesson in the kind of thinking that mired America
there. Interestingly, given what Black refers to in the acknowledgments as his own "serious judicial
problems," he argues that Nixon’s best move in Watergate would have been to surreptitiously delete
damaging parts of the tapes and then make up a cover story—"whatever he wanted." Hoping to be Nixon’s
redeemer, Black comes off as his apologist.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jessica Hodgkins:

Here thing why this particular Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full are different and trustworthy to be yours.
First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty
as food or not. Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even
in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full in e-book can be your choice.

Robert Perkins:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Joan Freeman:

This Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a
successful person, why. The reason why of this Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full can be one of many great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual
with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Richard M.
Nixon: A Life in Full forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.



Sandra Romero:

Beside this specific Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Richard M. Nixon: A Life in Full because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you often have book but you seldom get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right
now!
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