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A Very Short Introduction

When Europeans first arrived in North America, between five and eight million
indigenous people were aready living there. But how did they come to be here?
What were their agricultural, spiritual, and hunting practices? How did their
societies evolve and what challenges do they face today?

Eminent historians Theda Perdue and Michael Green begin by describing how
nomadic bands of hunter-gatherers followed the bison and woolly mammoth over
the Bering land mass between Asia and what is now Alaska between 25,000 and
15,000 years ago, settling throughout North America. They describe hunting
practices among different tribes, how some made the gradual transition to more
settled, agricultural ways of life, the role of kinship and cooperation in Native
societies, their varied buria rites and spiritual practices, and many other features
of Native American life. Throughout the book, Perdue and Green stress the great
diversity of indigenous peoplesin America, who spoke more than 400 different
languages before the arrival of Europeans and whose ways of life varied
according to the environments they settled in and adapted to so successfully.
Most importantly, the authors stress how Native Americans have struggled to
maintain their sovereignty--first with European powers and then with the United
States--in order to retain their lands, govern themselves, support their people, and
pursue practices that have made their lives meaningful.

Going beyond the stereotypes that so often distort our views of Native
Americans, this Very Short Introduction offers a historically accurate, deeply
engaging, and often inspiring account of the wide array of Native peoplesin
America.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issuesin hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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When Europeans first arrived in North America, between five and eight million indigenous people were
aready living there. But how did they come to be here? What were their agricultural, spiritual, and hunting
practices? How did their societies evolve and what challenges do they face today?

Eminent historians Theda Perdue and Michael Green begin by describing how nomadic bands of hunter-
gatherers followed the bison and woolly mammoth over the Bering land mass between Asia and what is now
Alaska between 25,000 and 15,000 years ago, settling throughout North America. They describe hunting
practices among different tribes, how some made the gradual transition to more settled, agricultural ways of
life, the role of kinship and cooperation in Native societies, their varied burial rites and spiritual practices,
and many other features of Native American life. Throughout the book, Perdue and Green stress the great
diversity of indigenous peoplesin America, who spoke more than 400 different languages before the arrival
of Europeans and whose ways of life varied according to the environments they settled in and adapted to so
successfully. Maost importantly, the authors stress how Native Americans have struggled to maintain their
sovereignty--first with European powers and then with the United States--in order to retain their lands,
govern themselves, support their people, and pursue practices that have made their lives meaningful.

Going beyond the stereotypes that so often distort our views of Native Americans, this Very Short
Introduction offers a historically accurate, deeply engaging, and often inspiring account of the wide array of
Native peoplesin America.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Theda Perdue is Atlanta Distinguished Professor of Southern Culture at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill. Sheisthe author of many books, including Sfters: Native American Women's Lives and
Cherokee Women: Gender and Culture Change, 1700-1835. Sheis past president of the Southern
Association for Women Historians and the American Society for Ethnohistory, and will serve as president of
the Southern Historical Association in 2011.

Michael D. Green is Professor Emeritus of American Studies at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill. He has held fellowships from the Newberry Library and the Rockefeller Foundation and is former chair
of the Native American Studies Program at Dartmouth College.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tony Paulson:

The book North American Indians: A Very Short Introduction give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
gpare time. Y ou should use to make your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book North
American Indians: A Very Short Introduction to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou may know
everything if you like available and read a publication North American Indians: A Very Short Introduction.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Wilma Baca:

This book untitled North American Indians. A Very Short Introduction to be one of several books that will
best seller in thisyear, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy thiskind of book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Kelly Livingston:

The book with title North American Indians: A Very Short Introduction has alot of information that you can

find out it. You can get alot of gain after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that
exist in thisreserve represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to know how

the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the syndication. Y ou can read

the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.



Maritza Berry:

North American Indians: A Very Short Introduction can be one of your beginning books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information.
The author giving his’her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing North American
Indians: A Very Short Introduction although doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information
can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial pondering.
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