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A uniquely comprehensive and rich account of the Soviet intelligence services,
Jonathan Haslam's Near and Distant Neighbors charts the labyrinthine story of
Soviet intelligence from the October Revolution to the end of the Cold War.

Previous histories have focused on the KGB, leaving military intelligence and the
special service--which focused on codes and ciphers--lurking in the shadows.
Drawing on previously neglected Russian sources, Haslam reveals how both
were in fact crucial to the survival of the Soviet state. This was especially true
after Stalin's death in 1953, as the Cold War heated up and dedicated Communist
agents the regime had relied upon--Klaus Fuchs, the Rosenbergs, Donald
Maclean--were betrayed. In the wake of these failures, Nikita Khrushchev and
his successors discarded ideological recruitment in favor of blackmail and
bribery. The tactical turn was so successful that we can draw only one
conclusion: the West ultimately triumphed despite, not because of, the espionage
war.

In bringing to light the obscure inhabitants of an undercover intelligence world,
Haslam offers a surprising and unprecedented portrayal of Soviet success that is
not only fascinating but also essential to understanding Vladimir Putin's power
today.
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of the Cold War.
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focused on codes and ciphers--lurking in the shadows. Drawing on previously neglected Russian sources,
Haslam reveals how both were in fact crucial to the survival of the Soviet state. This was especially true after
Stalin's death in 1953, as the Cold War heated up and dedicated Communist agents the regime had relied
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tactical turn was so successful that we can draw only one conclusion: the West ultimately triumphed despite,
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In bringing to light the obscure inhabitants of an undercover intelligence world, Haslam offers a surprising
and unprecedented portrayal of Soviet success that is not only fascinating but also essential to understanding
Vladimir Putin's power today.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Undaunted, Jonathan Haslam has inspected the workings of the Soviet Union’s entire spying machinery
from the October Revolution to the end of the cold war, and produced, in Near and Distant Neighbors, an
account of the KGB and its military counterpart, the GRU, that is, he says, “about as comprehensive as can
be contained within one volume, given prevailing restrictions.” Certainly, one would not ask for more.
Haslam’s book is full of colorful characters who excel in stealing secrets and killing people, including their
own colleagues. Haslam writes that in 1938 Pavel Sudoplatov, arguably the most talented of the KGB’s
assassins, murdered a Ukrainian nationalist in Rotterdam with an exploding cake. These accounts of early
Russian derring-do could spawn a shelf of noir paperback thrillers.” ?Robert Cottrell, The New York Review
of Books

“Intelligence was central to Soviet security policy, and yet until now we have lacked a comprehensive
history of it. This Jonathan Haslam has given us, with extensive research and penetrating analysis. From the
internal intrigues to the foreign exploits, the story is as fascinating as it is important” ?Robert Jervis, author
of Why Intelligence Fails: Lessons from the Iranian Revolution and the Iraq War

“A meticulous survey of Russian and Western sources makes for a lively account of the history of all the
Soviet intelligence agencies--the first time anyone has succeeded with this.” ?Robert Service, emeritus
professor of Russian history, St. Antony’s College, Oxford University, and author of Trotsky: A Biography

About the Author
Jonathan Haslam is the George F. Kennan Professor at the School of Historical Studies, Institute for
Advanced Study, Princeton. He is also a fellow of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, and a professor
emeritus of Cambridge University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kate Word:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Near and Distant Neighbors: A New History
of Soviet Intelligence as the daily resource information.



Gary Landrum:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Near and Distant Neighbors: A New History of Soviet Intelligence the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The Near and Distant Neighbors: A New History of Soviet Intelligence
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful data for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind
will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Michael Anderson:

Beside this particular Near and Distant Neighbors: A New History of Soviet Intelligence in your phone, it
could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge
you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Near and Distant Neighbors: A New History of Soviet Intelligence because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not
get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Jamie Ault:

You can get this Near and Distant Neighbors: A New History of Soviet Intelligence by visit the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book by simply e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose appropriate ways
for you.
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