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Did the Washington Post bring down Richard Nixon by reporting on the
Watergate scandal? Did a cryptic remark by Walter Cronkite effectively end the
Vietnam War? Did William Randolph Hearst vow to “furnish the war” in the
1898 conflict with Spain? In Getting It Wrong, W. Joseph Campbell addresses
and dismantles these and other prominent media-driven myths—stories about or
by the news media that are widely believed but which, on close examination,
prove apocryphal. In a fascinating exploration of these and other
cases—including the supposedly outstanding coverage of New Orleans during
Hurricane Katrina—Campbell describes how myths like these can feed
stereotypes, deflect blame from policymakers, and overstate the power and
influence of the news media.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Persuasive and entertaining."--"Wall Street Journal"

"Toting big guns and an itchy trigger-finger, Campbell flattens established myths that you were brought up
to believe were true."--"Slate Magazine"

"Persuasive and entertaining."--Edward Kosner"Wall Street Journal" (07/12/2010)

"It may be the best book about journalism in recent memory; it is certainly the most subversive."--Andrew
Ferguson"Commentary Magazine" (06/01/2010)

"Campbell's Getting It Wrong: Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism is essential
reading not just for journalists but all consumers of the news."--Nick Gillespie"Reason" (07/09/2012)

"The value of these studies is . . . in the detailed and illuminating research Campbell has applied to each."--
James Roylan"Columbia Journalism Review" (05/01/2010)

"Written by a scholar who makes intricate facts clear, employing English, not Scholarspeak, Getting it
Wrong is an eye-opener."--Marie Shear"Freelancer" (12/05/2010)

"This well-written and well-researched book will be of interest to historians, journalism scholars, and
sociologists."--Judy Solberg, Seattle Univ. Lib."Library Journal" (06/01/2010)

"A solid resource for those interested in journalism."--R. A. Logan"Choice" (08/01/2011)

Persuasive and entertaining. --Edward Kosner"Wall Street Journal" (07/12/2010)"

Campbell's Getting It Wrong: Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism is essential
reading not just for journalists but all consumers of the news. --Nick Gillespie"Reason" (07/09/2012)"

Written by a scholar who makes intricate facts clear, employing English, not Scholarspeak, Getting it Wrong
is an eye-opener. --Marie Shear"Freelancer" (12/05/2010)"

This well-written and well-researched book will be of interest to historians, journalism scholars, and
sociologists. --Judy Solberg, Seattle Univ. Lib."Library Journal" (06/01/2010)"

A solid resource for those interested in journalism. --R. A. Logan"Choice" (08/01/2011)"

From the Inside Flap

“If daily journalism constitutes history's first rough draft, then Getting it Wrong certainly reveals how rough
that draft can be. Joseph Campbell is a dogged and first-rate scholar.”—Neil Henry, Dean, University of
California, Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism



"Dr. Campbell has done meticulous research that examines ten media myths in context. This book rightfully
calls us to rethink some significant errors that have become a part of our history and our collective memories.
It is just downright interesting reading."—Wallace B. Eberhard, recipient of the American Journalism
Historians Association Kobre Award for Lifetime Achievement

About the Author

W. Joseph Campbell is Professor in the School of Communication at American University. He is the author
of four other books, including Yellow Journalism: Puncturing the Myths, Defining the Legacies and The Year
That Defined American Journalism: 1897 and the Clash of Paradigms.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Twombly:

This Getting It Wrong: Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Getting It Wrong:
Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism can be among the great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Getting It Wrong: Ten
of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So
, let's have it appreciate reading.

Karen Taylor:

This book untitled Getting It Wrong: Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism to be
one of several books this best seller in this year, that is because when you read this publication you can get a
lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it by means of
online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can
read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your
list.

Kristi Jones:

The particular book Getting It Wrong: Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored
by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Walter Telford:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Getting It Wrong: Ten of the



Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism book written by well-known writer we are excited for
well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
question Getting It Wrong: Ten of the Greatest Misreported Stories in American Journalism as good book
not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by
its protect, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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