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In this unforgettable chronicle of perhaps the most famous moment in American
military history, James Bradley has captured the glory, the triumph, the
heartbreak, and the legacy of the six men who raised the flag at Iwo Jima. Here is
the true story behind the immortal photograph that has come to symbolize the
courage and indomitable will of America.

In February 1945, American Marines plunged into the surf at Iwo Jima—and into
history. Through a hail of machine-gun and mortar fire that left the beaches
strewn with comrades, they battled to the island's highest peak. And after
climbing through a landscape of hell itself, they raised a flag.

Now the son of one of the flagraisers has written a powerful account of six very
different young men who came together in a moment that will live forever.

To his family, John Bradley never spoke of the photograph or the war. But after
his death at age seventy, his family discovered closed boxes of letters and photos.
In Flags of Our Fathers, James Bradley draws on those documents to retrace the
lives of his father and the men of Easy Company. Following these men's paths to
Iwo Jima, James Bradley has written a classic story of the heroic battle for the
Pacific's most crucial island—an island riddled with Japanese tunnels and 22,000
fanatic defenders who would fight to the last man.

But perhaps the most interesting part of the story is what happened after the
victory. The men in the photo—three were killed during the battle—were
proclaimed heroes and flown home, to become reluctant symbols. For two of
them, the adulation was shattering. Only James Bradley's father truly survived,
displaying no copy of the famous photograph in his home, telling his son only:
"The real heroes of Iwo Jima were the guys who didn't come back."

Few books ever have captured the complexity and furor of war and its aftermath
as well as Flags of Our Fathers. A penetrating, epic look at a generation at war,
this is history told with keen insight, enormous honesty, and the passion of a son
paying homage to his father. It is the story of the difference between truth and
myth, the meaning of being a hero, and the essence of the human experience of
war.
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In this unforgettable chronicle of perhaps the most famous moment in American military history, James
Bradley has captured the glory, the triumph, the heartbreak, and the legacy of the six men who raised the flag
at Iwo Jima. Here is the true story behind the immortal photograph that has come to symbolize the courage
and indomitable will of America.

In February 1945, American Marines plunged into the surf at Iwo Jima—and into history. Through a hail of
machine-gun and mortar fire that left the beaches strewn with comrades, they battled to the island's highest
peak. And after climbing through a landscape of hell itself, they raised a flag.

Now the son of one of the flagraisers has written a powerful account of six very different young men who
came together in a moment that will live forever.

To his family, John Bradley never spoke of the photograph or the war. But after his death at age seventy, his
family discovered closed boxes of letters and photos. In Flags of Our Fathers, James Bradley draws on
those documents to retrace the lives of his father and the men of Easy Company. Following these men's paths
to Iwo Jima, James Bradley has written a classic story of the heroic battle for the Pacific's most crucial
island—an island riddled with Japanese tunnels and 22,000 fanatic defenders who would fight to the last
man.

But perhaps the most interesting part of the story is what happened after the victory. The men in the
photo—three were killed during the battle—were proclaimed heroes and flown home, to become reluctant
symbols. For two of them, the adulation was shattering. Only James Bradley's father truly survived,
displaying no copy of the famous photograph in his home, telling his son only: "The real heroes of Iwo Jima
were the guys who didn't come back."

Few books ever have captured the complexity and furor of war and its aftermath as well as Flags of Our
Fathers. A penetrating, epic look at a generation at war, this is history told with keen insight, enormous
honesty, and the passion of a son paying homage to his father. It is the story of the difference between truth
and myth, the meaning of being a hero, and the essence of the human experience of war.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Battle of Iwo Jima, fought in the winter of 1945 on a rocky island south of Japan, brought a ferocious
slice of hell to earth: in a month's time, more than 22,000 Japanese soldiers would die defending a patch of
ground a third the size of Manhattan, while nearly 26,000 Americans fell taking it from them. The battle was
a turning point in the war in the Pacific, and it produced one of World War II's enduring images: a
photograph of six soldiers raising an American flag on the flank of Mount Suribachi, the island's
commanding high point.

One of those young Americans was John Bradley, a Navy corpsman who a few days before had braved
enemy mortar and machine-gun fire to administer first aid to a wounded Marine and then drag him to safety.
For this act of heroism Bradley would receive the Navy Cross, an award second only to the Medal of Honor.

Bradley, who died in 1994, never mentioned his feat to his family. Only after his death did Bradley's son
James begin to piece together the facts of his father's heroism, which was but one of countless acts of
sacrifice made by the young men who fought at Iwo Jima. Flags of Our Fathers recounts the sometimes
tragic life stories of the six men who raised the flag that February day--one an Arizona Indian who would die
following an alcohol-soaked brawl, another a Kentucky hillbilly, still another a Pennsylvania steel-mill
worker--and who became reluctant heroes in the bargain. A strongly felt and well-written entry in a spate of
recent books on World War II, Flags gives a you-are-there depiction of that conflict's horrible arenas--and a
moving homage to the men whom fate brought there. --Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
Say "Iwo Jima," and what comes to mind? Most likely a famous photograph from 1945: six tired, helmeted
Marines, fresh from a long, terrifying and bloody battle, work together to raise the American flag on Mount
Suribachi. Bradley's father, John, was one of the six. In this voluminous and memorable work of popular
history mixed with memoir, Bradley and Powers (White Town Drowsing) reconstruct those Marines'
experiences, and those of their Pacific Theater comrades. The authors begin with the six soldiers' childhoods.
Soon enough, bombs have fallen on Pearl Harbor, and by May '43 the young men have become proud
leathernecks. Bradley and Powers incorporate accounts of specific battles, like "Hellzapoppin Ridge"
(Bougainville, December '43), and pull in corps life and lore, from the tough-minded to the slightly silly,
from mandatory penis inspections (medics checking for VD) to life in the pitch-dark of "Tent City No. 1."
And they cover the strategy and tactics leading up to the awful battle for the islandAthe navy's disputed plans
for offshore bombardment, cut at the last minute from 10 days to three; the 16 miles of Japanese
underground tunnels, far more than Allied intelligence expected. A quarter of the book follows the fighting
on Iwo Jima, sortie by sortie. The final chapters pursue the veterans' subsequent lives: Bradley and Powers
set themselves against often-sanctimonious tradition, retrieving the stories of six more or less troubled
individuals from the anonymity of heroic myth. A simple thesis emerges from all the detail worked into this
touching group portrait, in a comment by John Bradley: "The heroes of Iwo Jima are the guys who didn't
come back." No reader will forget the lesson. (May)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The story of those six young American flag raisers in the famed portrait of Iwo Jima, told by the son of one
of the soldiers.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Stephen Ziegler:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Flags of Our Fathers ended up being making
you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for
you. The guide Flags of Our Fathers is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship using the book Flags of Our Fathers. You never experience lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Larry Brackett:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Flags of Our Fathers book because book
offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt
in it you probably know this.

David Creason:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Flags of Our
Fathers is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Florence Ross:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Flags of Our Fathers is simple to
deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space
to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can
save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys
this book.
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