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The great travel writer Jan Morris was born James Morris. James Morris
distinguished himself in the British military, became a successful and physically
daring reporter, climbed mountains, crossed deserts, and established a reputation
as a historian of the British empire. He was happily married, with several
children. To all appearances, he was not only a man, but a man’s man.

Except that appearances, as James Morris had known from early childhood, can
be deeply misleading. James Morris had known all his conscious life that at heart
he was a woman.

Conundrum, one of the earliest books to discuss transsexuality with honesty and
without prurience, tells the story of James Morris’s hidden life and how he
decided to bring it into the open, as he resolved first on a hormone treatment and,
second, on risky experimental surgery that would turn him into the woman that
he truly was.
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The great travel writer Jan Morris was born James Morris. James Morris distinguished himself in the British
military, became a successful and physically daring reporter, climbed mountains, crossed deserts, and
established a reputation as a historian of the British empire. He was happily married, with several children.
To all appearances, he was not only a man, but a man’s man.

Except that appearances, as James Morris had known from early childhood, can be deeply misleading. James
Morris had known all his conscious life that at heart he was a woman.

Conundrum, one of the earliest books to discuss transsexuality with honesty and without prurience, tells the
story of James Morris’s hidden life and how he decided to bring it into the open, as he resolved first on a
hormone treatment and, second, on risky experimental surgery that would turn him into the woman that he
truly was.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Her woman is shockingly conventional, yet to read this great travel writer’s account of transition is to
understand the word 'journey' truly.” —Eileen Myles, T: The New York Times Style Magazine

“[Conundrum is] a brilliant piece of writing—to my mind, it should be part of the established canon of great
literature.” —Tom Hooper, director of "The Danish Girl," Vogue

“A very good writer telling a profoundly poetic story...In fact, it is the author's extreme subjectivity that
makes the book as good as it is...After reading this most charming of all Cinderella stories, one feels that sex
is just as much a conundrum as ever, which is to say, according to the American Heritage Dictionary, 'a
riddle in which a fanciful question is answered by a pun,' or 'a problem admitting of no satisfactory
solution.'” —The New York Times

“Conundrum remains an exquisite read — a rare gift of empathic insight into an experience which most of us
will never have but which is strewn with elements of the struggle for belonging, acceptance, and authenticity
that most of us face daily in one form or another.” —Maria Popova, Brain Pickings

“Certainly the best first-hand account ever written by a traveler across the boundaries of sex. That journey is
perhaps the ultimate adventure for a human being, but although it has been the subject of myth and
speculation since ancient times, it is an authentically modern experience...What Jan Morris does offer,
through her life and her work, is a window on the wondrous possibilities of humankind.” —Newsweek

“This book is a very well-written account of some of the emotional factors which eventually led the author,
by then in his forties, to submit to expensive surgery in Casablanca.” —The Washington Post Book World

"This is a beautiful book. I found it to be melancholic, courageous, and wise. That it's subject matter is Jan
Morris's transsexual journey almost seems secondary to her incredible prose and the clarity of her honesty
and introspection. Beyond the issue of gender, she searches for an answer to that most elusive of questions:
who am I?" —Jonathan Ames

“The finest descriptive writer in our time, of the watercolor kind.” —Rebecca West

“If there is anything typical about Miss Morris's experience, however, she has successfully disguised it.”
—The Times Literary Supplement

From the Inside Flap
"This is a beautiful book.  I found it to be melancholic, courageous, and wise.  That it's subject matter is Jan
Morris's transsexual journey almost seems secondary to her incredible prose and the clarity of her honesty
and introspection.  Beyond the issue of gender, she searches for an answer to that most elusive of questions:
who am I?" -- Jonathan Ames

About the Author
JAN MORRIS (1926–), is Anglo-Welsh and lives in Wales. Educated at Oxford, and a member of the
British Army, she has written over forty books, most recently, The World: Life and Travel, 1950-2000.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

This Conundrum (New York Review Books Classics) book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Conundrum (New York Review Books Classics) without we realize teach the one who looking at it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Conundrum (New York Review Books
Classics) can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you
can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Conundrum (New York Review Books Classics)
having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Beth Ritchey:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Conundrum (New York
Review Books Classics) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Jack Michaud:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This e-book Conundrum (New York Review Books Classics) was filled
about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people
has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Steven Green:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Conundrum (New York Review Books Classics) was
colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Conundrum (New York Review Books
Classics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private
investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book
for you and try to like reading which.
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