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In an age when scientists say they can no longer specify the exact difference
between human and animal, living and dead, many contemporary artists have
chosen to use animals in their work -- as the ultimate "other," as metaphor, as
reflection. The attempt to discover what is animal, not surprisingly, leads to a
greater understanding of what it means to be human. In Becoming Animal, 12
internationally known artists investigate the shifting boundaries between animal
and human. Their explorations may be a barometer of things to come.The works
included in Becoming Animal -- which accompanies an exhibit at MASS MoCA
-- range from the aviary and cabinet of curiosities of Mark Dion to the gun-toting
bird collages of Michael Oatman. Nicolas Lampert's machine-animal collages
and Jane Alexander's corpse-like humanoids suggest a new landscape of
alienation. Rachel Berwick's investigation of the last Galapagos tortoise from the
island of Pinto and Brian Conley's humanized mating call of the Tungara frog
question the divide between human and animal communication. Patricia Piccinini
imagines a bodyguard for a bird on the edge of extinction and Ann-Sofi Siden
recreates the bedroom -- and paranoia -- of psychologist Alice Fabian. Natalie
Jeremijenko presents another installment in her ongoing Ooz, reverse-
engineering the zoo, and Kathy High's installation of "trans-animals" remembers
lab rats who have given their lives for science. Sam Easterson's videos allow us
to see from the viewpoint of an aardvark, a tarantula, a tumbleweed; Motohiko
Odani's films show a surrealistic genetically modified bestiary. Becoming
Animal documents these works with eye-popping full-color images, taking us on
a visual journey through an unknown world.
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In an age when scientists say they can no longer specify the exact difference between human and animal,
living and dead, many contemporary artists have chosen to use animals in their work -- as the ultimate
"other," as metaphor, as reflection. The attempt to discover what is animal, not surprisingly, leads to a
greater understanding of what it means to be human. In Becoming Animal, 12 internationally known artists
investigate the shifting boundaries between animal and human. Their explorations may be a barometer of
things to come.The works included in Becoming Animal -- which accompanies an exhibit at MASS MoCA -
- range from the aviary and cabinet of curiosities of Mark Dion to the gun-toting bird collages of Michael
Oatman. Nicolas Lampert's machine-animal collages and Jane Alexander's corpse-like humanoids suggest a
new landscape of alienation. Rachel Berwick's investigation of the last Galapagos tortoise from the island of
Pinto and Brian Conley's humanized mating call of the Tungara frog question the divide between human and
animal communication. Patricia Piccinini imagines a bodyguard for a bird on the edge of extinction and
Ann-Sofi Siden recreates the bedroom -- and paranoia -- of psychologist Alice Fabian. Natalie Jeremijenko
presents another installment in her ongoing Ooz, reverse-engineering the zoo, and Kathy High's installation
of "trans-animals" remembers lab rats who have given their lives for science. Sam Easterson's videos allow
us to see from the viewpoint of an aardvark, a tarantula, a tumbleweed; Motohiko Odani's films show a
surrealistic genetically modified bestiary. Becoming Animal documents these works with eye-popping full-
color images, taking us on a visual journey through an unknown world.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Nato Thompson is Chief Curator at the New York--based public arts institution Creative Time. He edited
The Interventionists: Users' Manual for the Creative Disruption of Everyday Life and Becoming Animal
(both published by the MIT Press) and curated the MASS MoCA exhibitions they accompanied.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Primo:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Becoming Animal: Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom
(MIT Press).

Gordon Frederick:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all
day long to reading a reserve. The book Becoming Animal: Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom (MIT
Press) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-
book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this
book has high quality.

Michael Clark:

The book untitled Becoming Animal: Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom (MIT Press) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
learn.



Lisa Williams:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named
of book Becoming Animal: Contemporary Art in the Animal Kingdom (MIT Press). You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier
to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other
place.
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