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This is the true story of a woman who prevailed against the most heinous
accusations imaginable.

Tonya Craft, a Georgia kindergarten teacher and loving mother of two, never
expected a knock on her door to change her life forever. But in May 2008, false
accusations of child molestation turned her world upside down. The trial that
followed dragged her reputation through the mud and lent nationwide notoriety
to her name.

Tonya’s life spiraled into a witch-trial nightmare in which she was deemed guilty
before her innocence could be determined by a jury. Her children were taken
away without even a goodbye, and her own daughter was forced to take the stand
against her in a courtroom. The situation seemed hopeless, and Tonya was shell-
shocked and heartbroken. But that didn’t keep her from finding the strength to
fight.

Over the course of two terrifying years, Tonya rallied to take charge of her own
defense, flying across the country and knocking on doors on a desperate quest for
answers, and defying her own lawyers on more than one occasion. Tonya’s goal
was not only to avoid conviction; it was to clear her name, and, most of all,
regain custody of her children.

Accused is about more than Tonya’s shocking trial and fight for justice. It is the
story of a mother’s extraordinary love, the faith that sees her through it all, and
the forgiveness that sets her free.
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This is the true story of a woman who prevailed against the most heinous accusations imaginable.

Tonya Craft, a Georgia kindergarten teacher and loving mother of two, never expected a knock on her door
to change her life forever. But in May 2008, false accusations of child molestation turned her world upside
down. The trial that followed dragged her reputation through the mud and lent nationwide notoriety to her
name.

Tonya’s life spiraled into a witch-trial nightmare in which she was deemed guilty before her innocence could
be determined by a jury. Her children were taken away without even a goodbye, and her own daughter was
forced to take the stand against her in a courtroom. The situation seemed hopeless, and Tonya was shell-
shocked and heartbroken. But that didn’t keep her from finding the strength to fight.

Over the course of two terrifying years, Tonya rallied to take charge of her own defense, flying across the
country and knocking on doors on a desperate quest for answers, and defying her own lawyers on more than
one occasion. Tonya’s goal was not only to avoid conviction; it was to clear her name, and, most of all,
regain custody of her children.

Accused is about more than Tonya’s shocking trial and fight for justice. It is the story of a mother’s
extraordinary love, the faith that sees her through it all, and the forgiveness that sets her free.
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Editorial Review

Review

"One of those candidly personal memoirs that linger in the mind and memory long after the book is finished
and set back upon the shelf."
—Midwest Book Review

"Nothing prepared me for the power of this book and its markedly human perspective of the realities of being
criminally accused. Tonya reveals the strength of her own character and gives the reader a look beyond
legalities and into the heart of a caring mother. Accused is a must-read, a true tour de force."
—R. Champ Crocker, Cullman Attorney named one of the Nation’s Top One Percent by the National
Association of Distinguished Council

"Tonya Craft found herself in an unspeakable situation that rocked her world. Through the grace of God and
her tenacious spirit, today she is a trusted expert highly sought by the falsely accused and those who defend
them. You will be amazed at the power of forgiveness and its impact on an impossible situation."
—Jan Silvious, author of Foolproofing Your Life and Same Life, New Story

"Accused, the true story of a Tonya Craft’s fight against the criminal justice system, is much more than a
blow by blow account of a woman facing a prosecutorial steamroller. It is also a deeper journey of the heart,
and how the power of forgiveness is greater than the bitter root of false accusation."
—Robert Whitlow, bestselling author of The Confession

"Sexual abuse of children is a serious crime, and should be dealt with fairly and carefully. Over the years
attempts to bring offenders to justice have often been abusive in their own right. Cases built by so-called
experts pressuring children through suggestive and leading questions, combined with overzealous
prosecutions, have led to the debacles we experienced in California in the McMartin case, and in the Kern
County prosecutions I reviewed when I was California Attorney General. They should have created a
warning, a yellow light, to be careful when dealing with child witnesses. When those warnings are not
heeded injustice can result, and the lives of the accused, when innocent, can be irreparably damaged. Tonya
Craft's own story, and the jury's findings of Not Guilty on 22 counts, more than twenty years after the
California cases, proves once again that when dealing with allegations of this sort, the best practices we
learned the hard way need to be front and center. Will we ever learn?"
—John Van de Kamp, Former California Attorney General

About the Author
Tonya Craft was born and raised in Chattanooga, Tennessee, by two wonderful parents. Immediately
following high school, Tonya attended the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga with the desire to become
an educator. Tonya obtained her Bachelor of Science in Education and began teaching at the middle school
level, but soon found her niche with elementary students. Soon, Tonya faced life as a single mother and
created a personal training business and took a position as a literacy trainer with UT Chattanooga. As a
single mother, she worked and went to school full-time, graduating with a Master's Degree in Education with
a reading and literacy specialization. She soon began teaching kindergarten in Northern Georgia.
In May of 2008, however, Tonya's life would change forever. Falsely accused of child molestation she lost
her home, her career, her reputation, her financial stability, and most importantly, her two children. Years of



struggling with the judicial system educated Tonya more than any textbook, professor, or seminar ever
could. She eventually won her court case, acquitted on all 22 counts. Since then, Tonya has served as a
consultant on a variety of child molestation cases. She is pursuing a law degree and is committed to helping
others trapped in similar situations. She lives near Chattanooga with her two children.
Mark Dagostino is a "New York Times" bestselling co-author and former Senior Writer for "People"
Magazine. As a news reporter, Mark was on the scene when JFK Jr.'s plane went down, reported from
Ground Zero in the aftermath of 9/11, and stood witness as survivors came ashore during the Miracle on the
Hudson. Mark also cut his teeth in the courtroom, covering trials ranging from the Pamela Smart case in his
home state of New Hampshire (while he was in college), to Rosie O'Donnell's $100-million lawsuit with
publisher Gruner+Jahr. He also became one of the most-respected celebrity journalists in the business,
scoring hundreds of personal interviews with the biggest names in Hollywood, including Jennifer Lopez,
Justin Timberlake, Ben Affleck, Whoopi Goldberg, Christopher Reeve, and Michael J. Fox. He now lives a
somewhat quieter life in New Hampshire with his family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leona Tidwell:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Accused: My
Fight for Truth, Justice, and the Strength to Forgive suitable to you? The book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The actual book untitled Accused: My Fight for Truth, Justice, and the Strength to
Forgiveis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women
in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core
of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world with this book.

Ronnie Johnson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Accused: My
Fight for Truth, Justice, and the Strength to Forgive, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Trent Gibson:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Accused: My Fight for Truth, Justice, and the Strength to Forgive the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The Accused: My Fight for Truth, Justice, and the Strength to Forgive giving



you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful facts for your better
life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Ann Clark:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as of
book Accused: My Fight for Truth, Justice, and the Strength to Forgive. You can include your knowledge by
it. Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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