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Unlawful Combatants brings the study of irregular warfare back into the centre of
war studies. The experience of recent and current wars in Afghanistan, Iraq,
Libya, and Syria showed that the status and the treatment of irregular fighters is
one of the most central and intricate practical problems of contemporary warfare.
Yet, the current literature in strategic studies and international relations more
broadly does not problematize the dichotomy between the regular and the
irregular. Rather, it tends to take it for granted and even reproduces it by
depicting irregular warfare as a deviation from the norm of conventional, inter-
state warfare. In this context, irregular warfare is often referred to as the 'new
wars' and is associated with the erosion of statehood and sovereignty more
generally. This obscures the fact that irregulars such as rebels, guerrillas,
insurgents and terrorist groups have a far more ambiguous relationship to the
state than the dichotomy between the state and 'non-state' actors implies. They
often originate from states, are supported by states and/or aspire to statehood
themselves.

The ambiguous relationship between irregular fighters and the state is the focus
of the book. It explores how the category of the irregular fighter evolved as the
conceptual opposite of the regular armed forces, and how this emergence was
tied to the evolution of the nation state and its conscripted mass armies at the end
of the eighteenth century. It traces the development of the dichotomy of the
irregular and the regular, which found its foremost expression in the modern law
of armed conflict, into the twenty-first century and provides a critique of the
concept of the 'unlawful combatant' as it emerged in the framework of the 'war on
terror'.

This book is a project of the Oxford Leverhulme Programme on the Changing
Character of War.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Sibylle Scheipers, Lecturer in International Relations, University of St Andrews

Sibylle Scheipers is lecturer in International Relations at the University of St Andrews. Before joining the
School of International Relations, she was Director of Studies of the Changing Character of War Programme
at Oxford University. Her research focuses on the law of armed conflict, prisoners-of-war, irregular fighters,
and detention and interrogation in the 'war on terror'.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Reynolds:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular
Fighter. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important the book Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter. You can add know-how and
of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by
internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's
read.

Ina French:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the
Irregular Fighter as your daily resource information.

Phyllis Granger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of
the Irregular Fighter guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Unlawful
Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter as good book not simply by the cover but also through the



content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Tonya Quick:

This Unlawful Combatants: A Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter is new way for you who has curiosity to
look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Unlawful Combatants: A
Genealogy of the Irregular Fighter can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind
of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy
this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life as well as knowledge.
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