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Catherine the Great recruited thousands of colonists “to populate her lower Volga River frontier with
dependable permanent settlers who not only would bring stability to this lawless, underdeveloped, and
uncharted region, but also would reclaim the vast wasteland there”—an area larger than the state of
Maryland. This recruitment program ended in 1766, after drawing a majority of the colonists (about 30,000)
from west central Germany, particularly the Hessian states.

Since 1874 many inhabitants of this overpopulated land island between Saratov and Volgograd (formerly
Stalingrad) have emigrated to the Western world—to homesteads from the plains of western Canada to the
pampas of Argentina, but chiefly in the U.S. By 1920 more than 300,000 Volga Germans were counted in
the U.S., mostly in the private states but including 24,000 in the East and 30,000 on the West Coast.
Meanwhile, the number of German-derived residents of the Soviet Union exceeded two million—the original
Evangelical and Roman Catholic settlers having flourished, despite adversity, and having been joined by
Mennonites in 1854.

The author paints a vivid picture of the pioneering activities of the Germans on the Volga, meeting the
challenges of a hostile environment and raids by brigands, and keeping their culture alive through an
elaborate system of parochial schools.

A century ago population pressure forced many Volga Germans westward to the Americas, or eastward to
Turkestan and Siberia somewhat later. Although Lenin established a Volga German Autonomous Republic,
Stalin abolished it in 1941 during the Nazi invasion and deported its population to Siberia and Central Asia.
A 1964 Soviet decree retracted wholesale charges of disloyalty against the Volga Germans but denied
restoration of their Republic.

The story of the Volga Germans and their adventures in North and South America from 1874 to the present
is a warm and vibrant one. Both laymen and scholars will find it rewarding.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Fred C. Koch, who came to the U.S.A. from the Volga German colony of Kolb at the age of five, has spent
his entire career on newspapers in the State of Washington: in Wenatchee, Cashmere, Spokane, and Seattle.
During World War II he served with the Office of War Information in London, the Office of Psychological
Warfare in Paris, and military government in Frankfurt and Berlin. He is a graduate of the University of
Washington and is active in the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Volga Germans: In Russia and the
Americas, from 1763 to the Present is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why,
because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Don Gonzales:

This The Volga Germans: In Russia and the Americas, from 1763 to the Present is fresh way for you who
has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this The Volga Germans:
In Russia and the Americas, from 1763 to the Present can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a
publication especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Karen Perl:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This reserve The Volga Germans: In Russia and the Americas, from 1763 to the Present was
filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can



really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Stella Neal:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this The Volga
Germans: In Russia and the Americas, from 1763 to the Present.
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