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"A romp for theages' (Vanity Fair)—now with a graphic cover and deluxe
packaging

Renowned novelist, historian, and biographer Peter Ackroyd takes on what is
arguably the greatest poem in the English language and presentsit in a prose
vernacular that makes it accessible to readers while preserving the spirit of the
original. A mirror for medieval society, The Canterbury Tales concerns a motley
group of pilgrimswho meet in a London inn on their way to Canterbury and
agree to take part in a storytelling competition. Ackroyd's contemporary prose
emphasizes the humanity of these characters-as well as explicitly rendering their
bawdy humor-yet still masterfully evokes the euphonies and harmonies of
Chaucer'sverse.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readerstrust the seriesto provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

Review
Ackroyd's 'retelling' is compulsive, bold and rare and will surely become avital crib for generations of
students to come. -- Robert McCrum Observer

About the Author
Peter Ackroyd is an award-winning novelist, critic, and biographer.

Geoffrey Chaucer was born in London, the son of awine-merchant, in about 1342, and as he spent hislife
in royal government service his career happens to be unusually well documented. By 1357 Chaucer was a
page to the wife of Prince Lionel, second son of Edward I11, and it was while in the prince's service that
Chaucer was ransomed when captured during the English campaign in France in 1359-60. Chaucer's wife
Philippa, whom he married c. 1365, was the sister of Katherine Swynford, the mistress (c. 1370) and third
wife (1396) of John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, whose first wife Blanche (d. 1368) is commemorated in
Chaucer's ealrist major poem, The Book of the Duchess.

From 1374 Chaucer worked as controller of customs on wool in the port of London, but between 1366 and
1378 he made a number of trips abroad on official business, including two tripsto Italy in 1372-3 and 1378.
The influence of Chauicer's encounter with Italian literature isfelt in the poems he wrote in the late 1370's
and early 1380s—The House of Fame, The Parliament of Fowls, and aversion of The Knight's Tale—and
findsitsfullest expression in Troilus and Criseyde.

In 1386 Chaucer was member of parliament for Kent, but in the same year he resigned his customs post,
although in 1389 he was appointed Clerk of the King's Works (resigning in 1391). After finishing

Troilus and his trandation into English prose of Boethius De consolatione philosphiae, Chaucer started his
Legend of Good Women. In the 1390s he worked on his most ambitious project, The Canterbury Tales,
which remained unfinished at his death. In 1399 Chaucer leased a house in the precincts of Westminster
Abbey but died in 1400 and was buried in the Abbey.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Colleen Nguyen:

This book untitled The Canterbury Tales: A Retelling by Peter Ackroyd (Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition)
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide you
can get alot of benefit into it. Y ou will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirementsto past this
publication from your list.



L eonard Bartow:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, as well as soon. The The Canterbury Tales: A Retelling by Peter Ackroyd (Penguin Classics Deluxe
Edition) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Randy Caldera:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This The Canterbury Tales: A Retelling by Peter
Ackroyd (Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It ismake you easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Selma Lang:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of habby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to use be your abject. One of them is this The Canterbury Tales: A Retelling by
Peter Ackroyd (Penguin Classics Deluxe Edition).
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