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Science and technology have immense authority and influence in our society, yet
their working remains little understood. The conventional perception of science
in Western societies has been modified in recent years by the work of
philosophers, sociologists and historians of science. In this book Bruno Latour
brings together these different approachesto provide alively and challenging
analysis of science, demonstrating how social context and technical content are
both essential to a proper understanding of scientific activity. Emphasizing that
science can only be understood through its practice, the author examines science
and technology in action: the role of scientific literature, the activities of
laboratories, the ingtitutional context of science in the modern world, and the
means by which inventions and discoveries become accepted. From the study of
scientific practice he devel ops an analysis of science as the building of networks.
Throughout, Bruno Latour shows how alively and realistic picture of sciencein
action alters our conception of not only the natural sciences but also the social
sciences and the sociology of knowledge in general.

This stimulating book, drawing on awealth of examples from awide range of
scientific activities, will interest all philosophers, sociologists and historians of
science, scientists and engineers, and students of the philosophy of social science
and the sociology of knowledge.
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Science and technology have immense authority and influence in our society, yet their working remains little
understood. The conventional perception of science in Western societies has been modified in recent years
by the work of philosophers, sociologists and historians of science. In this book Bruno Latour brings together
these different approaches to provide alively and challenging analysis of science, demonstrating how social
context and technical content are both essential to a proper understanding of scientific activity. Emphasizing
that science can only be understood through its practice, the author examines science and technology in
action: the role of scientific literature, the activities of laboratories, the institutional context of sciencein the
modern world, and the means by which inventions and discoveries become accepted. From the study of
scientific practice he develops an analysis of science as the building of networks. Throughout, Bruno Latour
shows how alively and realistic picture of science in action alters our conception of not only the natural
sciences but also the social sciences and the sociology of knowledge in general.

This stimulating book, drawing on awealth of examples from awide range of scientific activities, will
interest all philosophers, sociologists and historians of science, scientists and engineers, and students of the
philosophy of socia science and the sociology of knowledge.
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Editorial Review

Review

One cannot but be impressed by the scope of Latour's work...Thisis no mere bricolage, but a coherent and
powerful framework for research. | predict that Science in Action will have an impact comparable to Thomas
Kuhn's Sructure of Scientific Revolutions both as a provocation to philosophers and as an inspiration to
sociologists and historians of science. (Nicholas Jardine Times Literary Supplement)

Latour's Science in Action isa"must read" for all sociologists, not just because the sociology of scienceisa
dynamic and growing subdiscipline, but more importantly because Latour's thesis challenges the notions that
underlie sociologists' efforts to distinguish our field as a"science"...Latour's thesisis that science, including
sociology, is callective action and that facticity is a consequence, not a cause, of collective action...An
excellent and enjoyable introduction to the sociology of science. (Joan H. Fujimura Contemporary
Sociology)

Thereisawealth of material and some titillating insight into discoveries beginning with the framed race to
find the structure of DNA--the double helix--and in Latour's hands, it becomes atrue cliffhanger...This
[book] will reward those who want to probe science and the modern world in depth. (Kirkus Reviews)

This account of science as composed of drifting, recombining networksis presented with considerable charm
and humour. There are many brief case histories to enliven the text, and the book works very well as aguide
through scientific reasoning. (Steven Y early Nature)

About the Author
Bruno Latour is Professor at Sciences Po, Paris, and the 2013 winner of the Ludvig Holberg International
Memorial Prize.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Colleen Thompson:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own sparetime to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Sciencein Action:
How to Follow Scientists and Engineers Through Society? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Terry Palladino:

Here thing why that Sciencein Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers Through Society are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of it which isthe content is as yummy as food or not. Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and



Engineers Through Society giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any publication
out there but there is no e-book that similar with Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers
Through Society. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thingin
which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere
likein park, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Sciencein Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers Through
Society in e-book can be your choice.

Kathy Graves:

The publication with title Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers Through Society has a
lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of profit after read this book. This kind of book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today.
That isimportant to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Carolyn Scott:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Science in Action: How to Follow
Scientists and Engineers Through Society that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you may pick Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers
Through Society become your own starter.
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