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Thirteen stories--by the first woman in years to rank among Russia's most
important writers--celebrate courage and the will to endure among the people
who live on the periphery of society but who dream with a redeeming passion.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
"The author's range is deliberately narrow, centering around the domestic crises of 'ordinary,' if eccentric
individuals, whom she views with a sardonic eye," wrote PW , noting that "this collection marks Tolstaya as
a natural storyteller who sheds fresh light on the contemporary Moscow scene."
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
These 13 short stories, all published in the USSR during the last four years, have more in common with the
magic realism of Latin America than the Soviet Socialist variety. They are set in and about Leningrad and
Moscow, but Tolstaya's protagonists--children, romantics, fantasists, losers, fools--inhabit the subjective
world of dreams and fears. The imagery is extravagant and the point of view shifting and elusive, but
somehow Tolstaya manages to invest even her most grotesque characters and their most trivial aspirations
with dignity and a claim to our sympathy. This talented writer's rainbow prose will be a tonic to readers
ready for a change from the gray tonality of American "minimalist" fiction.
- Mary F. Zirin, Altadena, Cal.
Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
Some writers can make mud sing - Tatyana Tolstaya is one of these. On the Golden Porch takes moments in
life that age us and through words gives their very sadness, pain, or release something beautiful. Here are
stories of young children, single women, old men; each piece has a distinct voice, richly and fully explored.
At times these stories become surreal - a man undergoes an operation to remove Life so he can be brash and
successful. At other times they are painfully real and depressing - as in the story of the man set apart from
society by his soft belly and restrictive upbringing. But the sheer beauty of the writing sustains readers until
we learn the lesson or experience the moment of revelation waiting at the end. Tatyana Tolstaya takes this
mud that is life and shows us that is it more than dirt and water; it can be soft and warm and used to build
things like dreams: "Old Peters pushed the window frame - the blue glass rang, a thousand yellow birds flew
up, and the naked golden spring cried, laughing: catch me, catch me!...And wanting nothing, regretting
nothing, Peters smiled gratefully at life - running past, indifferent, ungrateful, treacherous, mocking,
meaningless, alien - marvelous, marvelous, marvelous." -- For great reviews of books for girls, check out
Let's Hear It for the Girls: 375 Great Books for Readers 2-14. -- From 500 Great Books by Women; review
by Erica Bauermeister

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Eileen Matherly:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on guardería until university need this On the Golden Porch to read.



Margaretta Lee:

This On the Golden Porch are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person,
why. The explanation of this On the Golden Porch can be among the great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock
your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this On the Golden Porch forcing you to
have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Antonia Parham:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
On the Golden Porch can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short time
problems.

William Reyes:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This On the Golden Porch is simple
to bring you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically
the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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