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A decoding of Hindu mythology Hindus have one God. They also have 330
million gods: male gods; female gods; personal gods; family gods; household
gods; village gods; gods of space and time; gods for specific castes and particular
professions; gods who reside in trees; in animals; in minerals; in geometrical
patterns and in man-made objects. Then there are a whole host of demons. But no
Devil. In this groundbreaking book Dr Devdutt Pattanaik; one of India's most
popular mythologists; seeks an answer to these apparent paradoxes and unravels
an inherited truth about life and death; nature and culture; perfection and
possibility. He retells sacred Hindu stories and decodes Hindu symbols and
rituals; using a unique style of commentary; illustrations and diagrams. We
discover why the villainous Kauravas went to heaven and the virtuous Pandavas
(all except Yudhishtira) were sent to hell; why Rama despite abandoning the
innocent Sita remains the model king; why the blood-drinking Kali is another
form of the milk-giving Gauri; and why Shiva wrenched off the fifth head of
Brahma. Constructed over generations; Hindu myths serve as windows to the
soul; and provide an understanding of the world around us. The aim is not to
outgrow myth; but to be enriched and empowered by its ancient; potent and still
relevant language.
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A decoding of Hindu mythology Hindus have one God. They also have 330 million gods: male gods; female
gods; personal gods; family gods; household gods; village gods; gods of space and time; gods for specific
castes and particular professions; gods who reside in trees; in animals; in minerals; in geometrical patterns
and in man-made objects. Then there are a whole host of demons. But no Devil. In this groundbreaking book
Dr Devdutt Pattanaik; one of India's most popular mythologists; seeks an answer to these apparent paradoxes
and unravels an inherited truth about life and death; nature and culture; perfection and possibility. He retells
sacred Hindu stories and decodes Hindu symbols and rituals; using a unique style of commentary;
illustrations and diagrams. We discover why the villainous Kauravas went to heaven and the virtuous
Pandavas (all except Yudhishtira) were sent to hell; why Rama despite abandoning the innocent Sita remains
the model king; why the blood-drinking Kali is another form of the milk-giving Gauri; and why Shiva
wrenched off the fifth head of Brahma. Constructed over generations; Hindu myths serve as windows to the
soul; and provide an understanding of the world around us. The aim is not to outgrow myth; but to be
enriched and empowered by its ancient; potent and still relevant language.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Devdutt Pattanaik is an Indian writer, mythologist and leadership consultant. He is a former physician,
having given up that career for his love of writing. He has also written Jaya: An Illustrated Retelling of the
Mahabharata and The Pregnant King.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Myth = Mithya A Handbook of
Hindu Mythology is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Dewayne Campbell:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is definitely Myth = Mithya A Handbook of Hindu Mythology.

Chris Henderson:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because book has a
lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read.
If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Myth =
Mithya A Handbook of Hindu Mythology provide you with new experience in reading a book.

Charles Stubblefield:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a



professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Myth = Mithya A Handbook of Hindu Mythology this book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suitable all of
you.
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