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Meeting today’s environmental challenges requires a new way of thinking about
the intricate dependencies between humans and nature. Ecology and Ecosystem
Conservation provides students and other readers with a basic understanding of
the fundamental principles of ecological science and their applications, offering
an essential overview of the way ecology can be used to devise strategies to
conserve the health and functioning of ecosystems.

The book begins by exploring the need for ecological science in understanding
current environmental issues and briefly discussing what ecology is and isn’t.
Subsequent chapters address critical issues in conservation and show how
ecological science can be applied to them. The book explores questions such as:

• What is the role of ecological science in decision making?
• What factors govern the assembly of ecosystems and determine their response
to various stressors?
• How does Earth’s climate system function and determine the distribution of life
on Earth?
• What factors control the size of populations?
• How does fragmentation of the landscape affect the persistence of species on
the landscape?
• How does biological diversity influence ecosystem processes?

The book closes with a final chapter that addresses the need not only to
understand ecological science, but to put that science into an ecosystem
conservation ethics perspective.
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Meeting today’s environmental challenges requires a new way of thinking about the intricate dependencies
between humans and nature. Ecology and Ecosystem Conservation provides students and other readers with
a basic understanding of the fundamental principles of ecological science and their applications, offering an
essential overview of the way ecology can be used to devise strategies to conserve the health and functioning
of ecosystems.

The book begins by exploring the need for ecological science in understanding current environmental issues
and briefly discussing what ecology is and isn’t. Subsequent chapters address critical issues in conservation
and show how ecological science can be applied to them. The book explores questions such as:

• What is the role of ecological science in decision making?
• What factors govern the assembly of ecosystems and determine their response to various stressors?
• How does Earth’s climate system function and determine the distribution of life on Earth?
• What factors control the size of populations?
• How does fragmentation of the landscape affect the persistence of species on the landscape?
• How does biological diversity influence ecosystem processes?

The book closes with a final chapter that addresses the need not only to understand ecological science, but to
put that science into an ecosystem conservation ethics perspective.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A wonderfully readable introduction to the ecological context for conservation practice. Ideal for a general
readership or as the basis for an excellent university course."
(Simon Levin Princeton University, author of Fragile Dominion)

"At last, one volume seamlessly merges the dominant ecological themes of our time into a single coherent
explanation of why the conservation of biodiversity and ecosystems is the key to solving today's most
pressing environmental problems."
(Shahid Naeem Professor of ecology, Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Environmental Biology)

"Starting from concrete examples and questions in the field of conservation biology, this book presents the
principles of modern ecology in a simple form accessible to all. It is easy and enjoyable to read, while at the
same time scientifically rigorous. An excellent introduction to ecology as the scientific underpinning of
conservation biology."
(Michel Loreau Professor, Canada Research Chair in Theoretical Ecology, McGill University, Montreal,
Quebec)

"Reading this book has been rewarding—there were no disappointments. Schmitz has done a credible job of
presenting the complex and multifaceted field of ecology in a compact and readable book ... I believe this
book is an important contribution toward a better understanding and treatment of our environment, and could
be used to enlighten a larger audience of non-ecologists."
(Natural Areas Journal)

About the Author

Oswald J. Schmitz is a professor in the Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. His research
examines how the nature and strength of species interactions in ecosystems determine patterns in
biodiversity and ecosystem function.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jena Alvarez:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Ecology and Ecosystem Conservation
(Foundations of Contemporary Environmental Studies Series) as the daily resource information.



Veronica Gregor:

The e-book untitled Ecology and Ecosystem Conservation (Foundations of Contemporary Environmental
Studies Series) is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-
book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that author use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so
the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of
Ecology and Ecosystem Conservation (Foundations of Contemporary Environmental Studies Series) from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ruth Davis:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely without
a doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read will be Ecology
and Ecosystem Conservation (Foundations of Contemporary Environmental Studies Series).

Harrison Bowman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this
Ecology and Ecosystem Conservation (Foundations of Contemporary Environmental Studies Series).
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