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“To read this book is to hear the voices of the ancestors and spirits telling us
where we came from, who we are, and where we must go.”—Maxine Hong
Kingston

In its extraordinary range of character and culture, Almanac of the Dead is fiction
on the grand scale. The acclaimed author of Ceremony has undertaken a weaving
of ideas and lives, fate and history, passion and conquest in an attempt to re-
create the moral history of the Americas, told from the point of view of the
conquered, not the conquerors.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Silko's ambitious but meandering novel untertakes an epic narrative, heavy with intrigue and carnage, about
an apocalyptic Native American insurrection. Author tour.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
When the ex-mistress of a sinister cocaine wholesaler takes a job as secretary to a Native American
clairvoyant who works the TV talk show circuit, she begins transcribing an ancient manuscript that foretells
the second coming of Quetzalcoatl and the violent end of white rule in the Americas. Witches and shamans
across the country are working to fulfill this prophecy, but the capitalist elite is mounting a dirty war of its
own, with weapons such as heroin and cocaine. This novel belongs on the same shelf with Ishmael Reed's
Mumbo Jumbo ( LJ 10/1/72) and Edward Abbey's The Monkey Wrench Gang (1975). Occult conspiracies
multiply at a dizzying pace, and eco-radicals actually do blow up the Glen Canyon Dam. Silko succeeds
more as a storyteller than a novelist: the book is full of memorable vignettes, but the frame story of
apocalyptic racial warfare is clumsy comic book fare. Recommended for collections of magic realism and
Native American fiction.
- Edward B. St. John, Loyola Law Sch . Lib., Los Angeles
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A dense and occasionally dazzling saga from poet-novelist Silko (Ceremony, 1977; Storyteller, 1981), who
draws on the fullness of her Laguna-Anglo-Latino heritage in the kaleidoscopic view of drug-dealing,
revolution, and ancient prophecies north and south of the border. Silko's story is centered in Tucson, where
two elderly sisters occupy their fortified ranch--together with a motley crew of vicious dogs and
desperadoes; a coke addict and ex-exotic dancer recovering from the abduction of her child; and a Laguna
loner, whose failure to keep a Hollywood crew from defiling a newly discovered stone serpent on tribal land
forced him into exile. In a dizzying montage, each of their stories mingles with others involving revolt in
Mexico and Central America, as the native population rises up against hated European and mestizo masters--
the rebels led by revolutionaries and visionaries communicating with the spirit world through red macaws--
and with tales of a massive, well-organized drug-smuggling ring operated with blessings from Tucson and
border police, the local judiciary, and especially the CIA. A vast underworld of covert operations and
interlocking conspiracies surfaces in all its grim glory, replete with violence, violation, and sex of every
imaginable variety (even the judge coupling with his beagles), while one of the sisters deciphers the
remaining fragments of the Aztec almanac entrusted to her as a last duty to her ancestors. Fantastic and
colorful in the fine details, even if belabored and unwieldy as a whole. All in all: a chillingly dark vision of
corruption, despair, and chaos in the Americas, where a native new world order appears ready to begin. --
Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jewell Garza:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for



us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Almanac of the Dead.

Leroy Moore:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Almanac of the Dead. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Almanac of the Dead.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's read.

Danny Padilla:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Almanac of the Dead seemed to be making you to know about
other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
guide Almanac of the Dead is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when
you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the
book Almanac of the Dead. You never sense lose out for everything when you read some books.

Neil Nilsson:

Beside this specific Almanac of the Dead in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so don't
end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Almanac
of the Dead because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from at this point!
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