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From New York Times bestselling author James Rollins comes a thrilling short
story that delves deep beneath the city of Paristo adark necropolis, where the
only means for escapeis... The Skeleton Key.

Seichan isripped out of the Sigma series for an adventure all her own—but can
she survive? The beautiful and elusive assassin wakesin a hotel in Pariswith a
deadly electronic collar fastened to her throat. Joined by a boy who is similarly
threatened, she must rescue the son of a hated enemy, who has fallen under the
sway of the nefarious leader of an apocalyptic cult. To survive, she must venture
into the dark world beneath the City of Lights, into the infamous catacombs of
Paris. Caught between two enemies, she must fight for her life...while timeticks
down toward afiery apocalypse. But in the dark, surrounded by the moldering
bones of the dead, even success does not equal survival. In the end, the only true
hope for the world lies in a stunning act of betrayal.

Included with this short story is asneak peek at the first 70 pages of The Devil
Colony, where a clue unlocked by The Skeleton Key will play akey role.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Terrible secrets, the sweep of history, an epic canvas, breathless action...nobody--and | mean nobody--does
this stuff better than Rollins." (Lee Child on The Devil Colony)

From the Author
About James Rollins

JAMES ROLLINSisa#1 New York Times bestselling author of international thrillers that have been
translated into more than forty languages. Known for unveiling unseen worlds, scientific breakthroughs, and
historical secrets, Rollins knack for breakneck pacing and stunning originality has been hailed by critics and
embraced by scores of millions of readers around the world.

TheCritics Rave

The New York Times saysthat his "roguish charm comes from his efforts to persuade readers the story is
credible [through] real-life sources for his novel's science, history and geography.” Rollins' rare blend of
action, suspense, and knowledge was also mentioned by the Huffington Post, which stated that " After
Crichton passed away in 2008 he clearly passed the baton to James Rollins, who like Crichton, isa
renaissance man."

NPR calls his work "adventurous and enormously engrossing..." and the New Y ork Journal of Books had this
to say: "If you're afan of smart, entertaining adventure fiction, thisis your summer beach read writ
large....All the science, al the history, and all the locations are masterfully intertwined. The characters are
multi-dimensional. And the story is, well, a corker."

The Story Teller's Story

Asaboy immersed in the scientific adventures of Doc Savage, the wonders of Jules Verne and H.G. Wells,
and pulps such as The Shadow, The Spider, and The Avenger, James Rollins decided he wanted to be a
writer. He honed his storytelling skills early, spinning elaborate tales that were often at the heart of pranks
played on his brothers and sisters.

Before he would set heroes and villains on harrowing adventures, Rollins embarked on a career in veterinary
medicine, graduating from the University of Missouri and establishing a successful veterinary practice. This
hands-on knowledge of medicine and science hel ps shape the research and scientific speculation that set
James Rollins books apart.

Explosive Page-Turning Adventures

The exotic locales of James Rallins novels have emerged as a hybrid between imagination, research, and his
extensive travels throughout the United States and Europe, aswell as New Zealand, the South Pacific, China,
Southeast Asia, Africa, Australia, and South America. Recent jaunts include book tours and stops across the
country and several European nations to give talks, seminars, and mediainterviews.In recent years, much of
James' travel has involved meeting readersin small and large groups, at writing and fan conferences, and



even aboard seagoing "seminars." James mentoring and coaching skills have made him a sought after
writing instructor and guest speaker for workshops, symposia, conventions, and other forums throughout the
country.

James Rollins is the author of nine thrillersin the bestselling Sigma Force series (Sandstorm, Map of Bones,
Black Order, The Judas Strain, The Last Oracle, The Doomsday Key, The Devil Colony, Bloodline, and The
Eye of God); six individual adventure thrillers; and the Jake Ransom middle grade series (Jake Ransom and
the Skull King's Shadow, Jake Ransom and the Howling Sphinx.)

About the Author

JAMES ROLLINSisa#1 New York Times bestselling author of international thrillers that have been
translated into more than forty languages. Known for unveiling unseen worlds, scientific breakthroughs, and
historical secrets, Rollins knack for breakneck pacing and stunning originality has been hailed by critics and
embraced by scores of millions of readers around the world.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gussie Steller:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Skeleton Key: A Short Story Exclusive (Sigma
Force Series). Y ou can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book The Skeleton Key: A Short Story Exclusive (Sigma Force Series). Y ou can add know-
how and of course you can around the world by just abook. Absolutely right, smply because from book you
can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Tom Johnson:

Typically the book The Skeleton Key: A Short Story Exclusive (Sigma Force Series) has alot of information
on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Christopher Hill:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Skeleton Key: A Short Story Exclusive (Sigma Force Series) provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.



John Mallery:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading abook. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. Y ou can choose the particular book The Skeleton Key: A Short
Story Exclusive (Sigma Force Series) to make your own reading isinteresting. Y our current skill of reading
skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to seeit
and mingle the impression about book and examining especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like
to open up abook and go through it. Beside that the reserve The Skeleton Key: A Short Story Exclusive
(Sigma Force Series) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what
must you're doing of these time.
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