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From " America'snerviest journalist” (Newsweek)--a breath-taking epic, a
maghnificent adventure story, and an investigation into the true heroism and
courage of thefirst Americansto conquer space. " Tom Wolfeat hisvery
best" (The New York Times Book Review)

Millions of words have poured forth about man's trip to the moon, but until now
few people have had a sense of the most engrossing side of the adventure;
namely, what went on in the minds of the astronauts themselves - in space, on the
moon, and even during certain odysseys on earth. It isthis, theinner life of the
astronauts, that Tom Wolfe describes with his almost uncanny empathetic
powers, that made The Right Suff a classic.
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From " America'snerviest journalist” (Newsweek)--a breath-taking epic, a magnificent adventure
story, and an investigation into the true her oism and courage of the first Americansto conquer space.
"Tom Wolfeat hisvery best" (The New York Times Book Review)

Millions of words have poured forth about man's trip to the moon, but until now few people have had a sense
of the most engrossing side of the adventure; namely, what went on in the minds of the astronauts themselves
- in space, on the moon, and even during certain odysseys on earth. It isthis, theinner life of the astronauts,
that Tom Wolfe describes with his almost uncanny empathetic powers, that made The Right Suff aclassic.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Tom Wolfe began The Right Suff at atime when it was unfashionable to contemplate American heroism.
Nixon had left the White House in disgrace, the nation was regling from the catastrophe of Vietnam, and in
1979--the year the book appeared--Americans were being held hostage by Iranian militants. Y et it was
exactly the anachronistic courage of his subjects that captivated Wolfe. In his foreword, he notes that as late
as 1970, amost onein four career Navy pilotsdied in accidents. " The Right Suff," he explains, "became a
story of why men were willing--willing?--delighted!--to take on such odds in this, an eraliterary people had
long since characterized as the age of the anti-hero."

Wolfe's rootsin New Journalism were intertwined with the nonfiction novel that Truman Capote had
pioneered with In Cold Blood. As Capote did, Wolfe tells his story from alimited omniscient perspective,
dropping into the lives of his"characters" as each in turn becomes a major player in the space program. After
an opening chapter on the terror of being atest pilot's wife, the story cuts back to the late 1940s, when
Americans were first attempting to break the sound barrier. Test pilots, we discover, are people who live fast
lives with dangerous machines, not all of them airborne. Chuck Y eager was certainly among the fastest, and
his determination to push through Mach 1--a feat that some had predicted would cause the destruction of any
aircraft--makes him the book's guiding spirit.

Y et soon the focus shifts to the seven initial astronauts. Wolfe traces Alan Shepard's suborbital flight and
Gus Grissom's embarrassing panic on the high seas (making the controversial claim that Grissom flooded his
Liberty capsule by blowing the escape hatch too soon). The author also produces an admiring portrait of
John Glenn's apple-pie heroism and selfless dedication. By the time Wolfe concludes with areturn to Y eager
and his late-career exploits, the narrative's epic proportions and literary merits are secure. Certainly The
Right Stuff is the best, the funniest, and the most vivid book ever written about America's manned space
program. --Patrick O'Kelley

Review

What isit, | wondered, that makes a man willing to sit on top of an enormous Roman Candle, such asa
Redstone, Atlas, Titan, or Saturn rocket, and wait for someone to light the fuse? | decided on the simplest
approach possible. | would ask afew of the astronauts and find out...The men had it. Y eager. Conrad.
Grissom. Glenn. Heroes. The first Americans in space - battling the Russians for control of the heavens,
putting their lives on the line. The women had it. While Mr Wonderful was aloft, it tore your heart out that
the Hero's Wife, down on the ground, had to perform with the whole world watching. The Right Stuff. It's
the quality beyond bravery, beyond courage.

From the Publisher
11 1.5-hour cassettes

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jesica Demar co:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they are still students or the item for al people
in the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person



has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't need do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book The Right Stuff. All type of
book are you able to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet options or other social media.

Larry Hudgens:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Aswe
know that book is very important for people. The book The Right Stuff had been making you to know about
other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The e-book
The Right Stuff is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you feel
bored. Y ou can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using
book The Right Stuff. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Josette Roscoe:

This book untitled The Right Stuff to be one of several books that best seller in this year, hereis because
when you read this book you can get alot of benefitinit. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So thereisno
reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Megan Kelly:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Right Stuff reserve written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still doubt The Right Stuff as good book not only by the cover but also by content. Thisis
one e-book that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you haveto listening
to yet another sixth sense.
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