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Hardly aweek passes without some high-profile court case that features
intellectual property at its center. But how did the belief that one could own an
idea come about? And how did that belief change the way humankind lives and
works?

William Rosen, author of Justinian's Flea, seeksto answer these questions and
more with The Most Powerful Idea in the World. A lively and passionate study of
the engineering and scientific breakthroughs that led to the steam engine, this
book argues that the very notion of intellectual property drove not only the
invention of the steam engine but also the entire Industrial Revolution: history’s
first sustained era of economic improvement. To do so, Rosen conjures up an
eccentric cast of characters, including the legal philosophers who enabled most
the inventive society in millennia, and the scientists and inventors—Thomas
Newcomen, Robert Boyle, and James Watt—who helped to create and perfect
the steam engine over the centuries. With wit and wide-ranging curiosity, Rosen
explores the power of creativity, capital, and collaboration in the brilliant
engineering of the steam engine and how this power source, which fueled
factories, ships, and railroads, changed human history.

Deeply informative and never dull, Rosen's account of one of the most important

inventions made by humans is arollicking ride through history, with careful
scholarship and fast-paced prose in equal measure.
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Hardly aweek passes without some high-profile court case that features intellectual property at its center.
But how did the belief that one could own an idea come about? And how did that belief change the way
humankind lives and works?

William Rosen, author of Justinian's Flea, seeks to answer these questions and more with The Most
Powerful I1dea in the World. A lively and passionate study of the engineering and scientific breakthroughs
that led to the steam engine, this book argues that the very notion of intellectual property drove not only the
invention of the steam engine but also the entire Industrial Revolution: history’s first sustained era of
economic improvement. To do so, Rosen conjures up an eccentric cast of characters, including the legal
philosophers who enabled most the inventive society in millennia, and the scientists and inventors—Thomas
Newcomen, Robert Boyle, and James Watt—who helped to create and perfect the steam engine over the
centuries. With wit and wide-ranging curiosity, Rosen explores the power of creativity, capital, and
collaboration in the brilliant engineering of the steam engine and how this power source, which fueled
factories, ships, and railroads, changed human history.

Deeply informative and never dull, Rosen's account of one of the most important inventions made by
humansis arollicking ride through history, with careful scholarship and fast-paced prose in equal measure.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

The Industrial Revolution inspires more academic theories than absorbing narratives. Rosen, however, crafts
one from subplots that connect with primitive industrialism's premier symbol: the steam engine. Ardent
about historical technology, Rosen modulates his mechanical zeal with contexts underscoring that Thomas
Newcomen and James Watt did not operate in a social vacuum. Fixing on patents as one prerequisite to their
inventions, Rosen describes intellectual property's English legal and philosophical origins as he seguesto
Newcomen's and Watt's backgrounds. A degree of social mobility in eighteenth-century Britain enabled their
rise, but it was the specific economic situations in mining and textiles to which they responded that ensured
it. These business matters provide Rosen with storytelling opportunities that feature capital investors,
scientists studying heat, and over time, innovators who improved the steam engine from a stationary to a
mobile power source: Rocket, the famous railroad engine built in 1829. Readers who like enthused authors
will like Rosen, and fans of his Roman history Justinian's Flea (2007) augment their number. --Gilbert
Taylor

Review
“This book has a crackling energy to it, often asriveting asit is educational .”

(Los Angeles Times)

“The Most Powerful Idea in the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention is a sneaky
history—ostensibly about the origins of the steam engine, though actually about much more. . . . Rosenisa
natural and playful storyteller, and his digressions both inform the narrative and lend it an eccentric and
engaging rhythm."

(New York Times)
“A fascinating, wide-ranging narrative. . . . A staggering work of epistemological research.”
(Kirkus)

“Rosen has afacility for the telling anecdote and the quirky aside. Open nearly any page of the book and
you'll learn tidbits like that Abraham Lincoln had alove of things mechanical and is the only American
president to be awarded a patent (for air chambers that add buoyancy to steam ships and other boats). . . . The
Most Powerful Idea in the World is enjoyable reading, although it does go into alot of detail about steam
engines, and you will learn more about how they work than you might expect.”

(Bill Gates, Best Books of 2013)

About the Author

William Rosen spent nearly twenty-five years as editor or publisher at Macmillan, Simon & Schuster, and
the Free Press before beginning to research and write his own books.
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
CarrieRivas:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Most
Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention suitable to you? The actual book was
written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Most Powerful Ideain the World: A Story
of Steam, Industry, and Inventionis the main of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that
you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus al of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you awide range of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

John Singletary:

The book The Most Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention has alot of
knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored
by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very
easy to read you can abtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Annetta Doucette:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al right you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Most Powerful Ideain the
World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Wanda Pence:

Aswe know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book The Most Powerful Ideaiin the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention
wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can redlly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.



Download and Read Online The Most Powerful Ideain the World:
A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention By William Rosen
#BY 086AN1K DP



Read The Most Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam,
Industry, and Invention By William Rosen for online ebook

The Most Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention By William Rosen Free
PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books,
books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read,
PDF best books to read, top books to read The Most Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam, Industry,
and Invention By William Rosen books to read online.

Online The M ost Powerful Ideain theWorld: A Story of Steam, Industry, and
Invention By William Rosen ebook PDF download

TheMost Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention By William Rosen
Doc

TheMost Powerful Ideain theWorld: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention By William Rosen M obipocket
TheMost Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and I nvention By William Rosen EPub

BY086AN1KDP: The Most Powerful Ideain the World: A Story of Steam, Industry, and Invention By William Rosen



