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This book is the first comprehensive summary of life-history evolution, a field
that holds a central position in modern ecology, evolution, and population
biology. The book offers an up-to-date description of the analytical tools used in
evolutionary explanation: demographics, quantitative genetics, reaction norms,
trade-offs, and phylogenetic/comparative analysis. It goes on to discuss the
evolution of such major life-history traits as age and size at maturity; clutch size,
reproductive investment and size of offspring; reproductive lifespan; and aging.
This is an essential text for biologists wishing to understand the evolution of the
life cycle and the causes of phenotypic variation in fitness. It is additionally the
only book available designed specifically for teaching the subject, with problems
and discussion questions at the end of each chapter.
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This book is the first comprehensive summary of life-history evolution, a field that holds a central position in
modern ecology, evolution, and population biology. The book offers an up-to-date description of the
analytical tools used in evolutionary explanation: demographics, quantitative genetics, reaction norms, trade-
offs, and phylogenetic/comparative analysis. It goes on to discuss the evolution of such major life-history
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Editorial Review

Review
`Although aimed at advanced students, this work will be read much more widely, because the basics of life-
history theory pervade all pure and applied branches of ecology, ethology, and evolution. Stearns sets us on
the right track for understanding interactions between traits'.

`The text flows well from start to finish because of clear summaries in, and connections between, the
chapters. This is especially true of the first section on the fundamentals, which contains a lucid discussion of
concepts such as natural selection, adaptation, and fitness.'

`... an excellent read. Nature

`One of the most beneficial actions an adviser could take for a new graduate student in evolutionary biology
would be to put Stearns' book in her or his hands and say, "Read this."' Science

'The Evolution of Life Histories by Stephen C. Stearns stands as a signpost to the resolution of the debate.
The book justifiably focuses on the evolution of life-history traits. The successful predictions of optimality
models that are amply demonstrated in the book indicate the fruitfulness
of this approach. One of the most beneficial actions an adviser could take for a new graduate student in
evolutionary biology would be to put Stearns' book in her or his hands and say, "Read this".'
Samuel M. Scheiner, Northern Illinois University, Science, Vol. 258, December 1992

'This is a comprehensive, up-to-date text in a field that holds a central position in modern ecology and
evolution.'
Ethology Ecology and Evolution 5: 1993

About the Author
Stephen C. Stearns is at Zoology Institute, University of Basle.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shirley Glover:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Evolution of
Life Histories suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book
untitled The Evolution of Life Historiesis a single of several books which everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know
the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to
see the represented of the world in this book.



Diana Elliott:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Evolution of Life Histories.

Michael Martin:

The Evolution of Life Histories can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to get every
word into delight arrangement in writing The Evolution of Life Histories although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Ollie Waymire:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Evolution of Life
Histories can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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